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The Journey of Remembrance Series
Jewish Life and the Holocaust

Explore the past. Discover your future.

(504) 534-8642 • info@mhatours.com • www.mhatours.com

In 2016, MHA Worldwide Tours LLC is proud to inaugurate
The Journey of Remembrance Series, which focuses on the
Jews who inhabited the urban centers of Eastern and Central
Europe through the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries. Their
influence, even after the horror the Holocaust, left an indelible
imprint on the national landscape of the countries they left
behind, and contributed to the richness and vitality of the
America we know today.

Poland and Germany
July 2016 and March 2017
Join MHA Tours on this, the inaugural
tour of the Journey of Remembrance
Series, celebrating the lives and culture
of the Jewish communities of Poland and
Germany.
Krakow, Poland

Central Europe
August 2016 and April 2017
Join MHA Tours on this, the second tour
of the Journey of Remembrance Series,
celebrating the lives and culture of the
Jewish communities in Poland, Hungary,
Austria and the Czech Republic.

Vienna, Austria

Prague, Czech Republic

Western Ukraine
Sept. 2016 and June 2017
Join MHA Tours on this, the third tour
of the Journey of Remembrance Series,
celebrating the lives and culture of the
Jewish communities of Ukraine, Poland
and Germany.

Lublin, Poland

Lviv, Ukraine

Visit us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/mhatours

On statues, buildings and building community
“For nearly 300 years Jewish New
Orleanians have been a part of what
makes this city great.”
Throughout much of the fall, winter and spring, city
officials and the local citizenry have been embroiled in debating a controversial ordinance first proposed by Mayor
Mitch Landrieu and later passed by the New Orleans City
Council. The proposal determined that three specific Confederate statues and one that glamorized the racist White
League of New Orleans –were symbols of racial hate and
disharmony and should be removed as public nuisances.
The statues in question are those in Mid-City of
Confederate President Jefferson Davis and General P.G.T.
Beauregard situated near the entrance of City Park. The
third is the iconic statue of General Robert E. Lee atop
the tall column at the traffic circle that has unofficially
borne his name since 1884.
State legislators and court actions have failed to
impede progress being made to remove these markers
which glorify the Old South and the peculiar institution of
slavery that the Confederacy clung to.
Initially banned by the infamous Code Noir, the Jewish
community of New Orleans has known the oppression of
anti-Semitism, but has prospered as conditions have improved and barriers have been removed. The slave trade
was a regular part of antebellum life in New Orleans and
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Jews were no less guilty than their non-Jewish counterparts in maintaining the odious practice.
Looking to find ways to enrich themselves, many Jewish merchants accepted the status quo and tried to “blend
in” and assimilate.
Still, other Jews were focused on finding ways to express their humanity. Founded by Jewish doctors unable
to practice at other hospitals, Touro Infirmary was a hospital that catered to the regular care of slaves. Many of its
doctors and other prominent Jews found themselves at the
forefront of combatting injustice and seeking equality for
former slaves and their descendants.
Jewish leaders have been an integral part in organizations like the National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People and the Southern Poverty Center from
their inception. Perhaps we recognize a common experience of being enslaved.
Nevertheless in our quest to correct injustice we
should keep in mind that removing statues is largely symbolic. We need to remember the past in order to safeguard
our future. There are no members of the Confederacy
alive today, but dismantling markers that honor them will
not make racial hatred and intolerance go away.

Indeed, if all of these reminders of slavery and the
Confederacy disappear, many teachable moments will also
be lost. There should be a balance struck in pointing out
the dangers of our past and the promise of a tolerant and
just future.
In this issue of “The Best of the CCJN,” we feature
an exclusive look at the Athenaeum, one of two buildings erected by the Young Men’s Hebrew Association.
Designed by famous architect Emile Weil, the “new”
structure enjoyed historical significance as a place where
the upper strata of society met, including serving at the
venue for the Krewe of Rex Carnival ball from 1907 to
1936.
The CCJN is proud to catalog and record the important events of our present-day community. These stories
will form the basis of the history of tomorrow.
For nearly 300 years Jewish New Orleanians have
been a part of what makes this city great. For more than
five years, our website has had the privilege to kvell about
all the amazing accomplishments that our small but significant numbers have contributed to our beloved city. We
are pleased to have been honored for two years in a row
with nationally judged first place Press Club of New Orleans Awards for journalistic excellence in writing for our
print publications as we continue our mission of serving
the Greater New Orleans Jewish community wheresoever
dispersed.
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ADL presents Torch of Liberty Awards to Taylor, Mueller

P

hyllis Taylor and Gordon
“Nick” Mueller, whose
institutions are located just
a few feet from each other,
found themselves near one another
again on Tuesday night, Dec. 1, as
they were recognized by the local
chapter of the Anti-Defamation
League (ADL) with its coveted A.
I. “B” Botnick Torch of Liberty
Award. More than 500 people attended the dinner in the Grand Ballroom of the Hyatt Regency Hotel.
Allison Padilla-Goodman, regional director of the South Central Region of the ADL, acknowledged the philanthropic and
community work the two have
done. “Phyllis Taylor and Nick
Mueller are two people who have
never been short of dreams—they
think big and achieve the seemingly impossible,” she said. “We
are so proud and privileged to
honor them.”
Taylor administers the TOPS
scholars program founded by her
late husband and runs the Patrick
Taylor Foundation located in
Lee Circle. Mueller has served as
president of the nearby National

World War II Museum for some
time, overseeing an impressive
expansion campaign there that
has established it as the number
one tourist destination in the city
and the third most popular in the
nation, according to a number of
travel sites.
Taylor’s award was presented
by Carol Suggs along with former Loyola University president,
the Reverend James Carter, himself a Torch of Liberty recipient
in 1983.
Mueller’s award was presented by another former university
president, Norman Francis, who
retired as the nation’s longestserving college president when
he stepped down from his Xavier
University post earlier this year.
Francis received assistance in
his presentation to Mueller with
Susan Hess.
Also acknowledged at the
dinner were Ann Abbrecht and
Carol Stone, both board members of the ADL’s South Central
Regional Education Committee.
Michael Botnick, a past regional
board chair, and Karen Sher, a

Gordon “Nick” Mueller, PhD, at the ADL
dinner. (Photo by Gary Michael Smith)
Phyllis Taylor, left, receives the 2015 A.I. “B” Botnick Torch of Liberty Award from Carol
Suggs. (Photo by Gary Michael Smith)

member of the current board,
presented Abbrecht and Stone the
Barney Mintz Leadership Award.
Padilla-Goodman acknowledged that both Abbrecht and
Stone are going to be taking part
in the ADL’s Shana Glass National Leadership Conference this
spring in Washington D.C.
With the recent flashpoints
in Baltimore and Ferguson, MO,
fanned by accusations of discrimination and bigotry, PadillaGoodman noted her organization’s commitment to working

Weil announces departure as
JFGNO executive director

M

ichael Weil, the executive director of the
Jewish Federation of
Greater New Orleans
since 2006, has announced his plan
to depart from his present position in
2017.
Weil noted the difficulties being
experienced in the post-Katrina
climate. “It was my privilege and
pleasure to work with you then to
carve a successful path of recovery
and renewal, to be part of an
amazing community transformation, and currently, to plan for
the best possible growth in the
future,” he wrote in an email message to the community.
Despite his attachment to the
New Orleans community, Weil
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said that being
away from Israel
and his children and
grandchildren “has
become increasingly
difficult.”
Weil announced
that after deliberation, he and his wife
Brenda Brasher,
a past chair and
current member of
Michael Weil and his wife, Brenda Brasher (Photo courtesy
Federation’s Comof JFGNO)
munity Relations
the term of the current administraBoard, have elected to return to
Israel. Weil has made frequent trips tion leadership under president Dr.
Edward Soll ends.
to Israel as executive director.
He said he plans to continue in
his present position until the Annual Meeting in Sept. 2017, when

with law enforcement.
“ADL is the leading authority
on hate crimes and trains more
than 12,000 law enforcement officers a year,” she noted. “ADL’s
work is even more relevant today
because of recent events.”
Board chair Nancy Timm
introduced ADL student leaders
Alyssa Trips, from Carver Prep,
and Xavier University and TOPS
scholar Darryl Coulon. They
gave a presentation titled “I Am
Not a Stereotype.”
“I have the privilege of

witnessing first-hand the power
of our programs to transform a
school or a community to a place
of respect,” Timm stated.
“Now in its second century,
ADL has stood up to all forms
of bigotry and discrimination,”
Padilla-Goodman continued.
“ADL has joined virtually every
major civil rights case in the
courts since Brown V. Board of
Education. Our work in schools
combatting bigotry, bullying, and
cyber-hate has reached millions
of students across the country.”

JCDS starts young
baby program

T

he inauguration of a
Young Baby Program for
ages 3-15 months will
begin next month at the
Jewish Community Day School.
The program is designed to provide
high-quality, year-round, full-day
care for babies in a nurturing Jewish
environment.
According to JCDS Head of
School Sharon Pollin, “Learning
at the Jewish Baby Program takes
place through our developmentally based program that values
the child’s innate curiosity, ability
and creativity, as teachers help to
shape the curriculum around the
children’s needs, developmental
stages, and ideas.”
The Young Baby Program

is designed to provide a secure
setting that welcomes age appropriate exploration, curiosity
and creativity. The program also
boasts of its low ratio of seven
children to two caregivers. A
Reggio Emelia inspired approach
will provide experiences with
textures, sounds, colors, shapes,
patterns, and rhythms.
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Naghi lights up Chabad at Riverwalk event

C

habad Lubavitch of Louisiana held its
annual Chanukah at the Riverwalk
event Dec. 6 with music and a laser
video show to the delight of the approximate 200 people assembled there.
Benny Naghi, the owner of Mardi
Gras Zone and one of the sponsors for
the event, held center stage as he climbed
aboard a ladder to light the largest menorah in the state on the first night of the
Jewish Festival of Lights.
Roselle Ungar, the executive director of
Jewish Family Service, served as emcee for
the event organized by Chabad Lubavitch
for more than 25 years. She also acknowledged other sponsors for the night including the Outlet at Riverwalk shops, First
NBC bank, TaxiCabApp by Carriage
Group, Lakeside Toyota and community
benefactors Cathy and Morris Bart.
Chabad members including shaliah
(emissary) Bluma Rivkin passed out
healthy portions of handmade latkes,
while Kosher Cajun Delicatessen provided
sandwiches and drinks to patrons.
Henry Miller represented Jewish
Federation of Greater New Orleans, while
others like Morris Bart and a representative for Outlet at Riverwalk also thanked
everyone for coming.

Emcee Roselle Ungar, right, with Mr. Dreidel. (Photo
by Alan Smason)
Benny Naghi lights the first of the lights for Chanukah at the Chanukah at the Riverwalk event. (Photo by Alan
Smason)

Rabbi Zelig Rivkin used the opportunity to talk about the incentive of lighting
candles at Chanukah, serving as living
torches for the world.
A children’s tent had plenty of activities
for the kids and Mr. Dreidel, a character

Shaya’s chef wins ‘Latkes
Cook-Off’

C

hef Zach Engel of Shaya used his recipe
for latkes with onions pickled in vinegar and green tahini sauce to capture
the Latkes Cook-Off on Wednesday
night at the Chabad House on Freret Street.
Engel eclipsed Chef Lee Sands of the
Audubon Tea Room with his ginger latkes
recipe and Chef Will Baron from the Palms
Restaurant and the Boot with his traditional
latkes.
Emcee for the event was Dena Kater,
while judges were Sean Kaplan, Susan Epstein and Shane Schreiber.
Raffle prizes were held throughout the
night including a special tour of the CocaCola bottling plant in Harahan won by
three couples.
The event has been sponsored for the
past five years by the Chabad Lubavitch of
Louisiana organization.

Zachary Engel of Shaya Restaurant, winner of the
2015 Latkes Cook-Off. (Photo by Alan Smason)
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resembling a traditional spinning top spun
during the holiday, entertained kids and
passed out kosher treats.
Bradley Bain, the president of Congregation Beth Israel, was called upon to
recite the three traditional Hebrew bless-

ings over the lighting of the candles for the
first night.
The laser video show was used to illuminate the side of the Outlet at Riverwalk
twice during the night, once before the
lighting of the menorah and following the
ceremony.

JCDS sponsors tzedakah
project, Chanukah play

T

he students who attend the
Jewish Community Day School
(JCDS) in Metairie began their
preparation for the Chanukah
holiday one month sooner. They worked
on a special mitzvah project. The students
collected new or gently used books and
eventually sent these items to the Jewish
Federation of Columbia, South Carolina for distribution to families who lost
their homes or their possessions due to
the recent flooding. A total of 75 books
were sent along with an additional gift of
student made mezzuzot for these Jewish
families.
Head of School Sharon Pollin said
“Our students are learning that k’lal Yisrael is more than a concept; it is an inspiration for action.” The school feels these
type of projects empower their students to

JCDS Chanukah light Performers (Photo submitted
by JCDS)

learn the concept that they can make the
world a better place.
Once the actual Chanukah holiday
arrived the students performed a musical
extravaganza on December 10th. It featured all of the JCDS students. The proSee CHANUKAH on page 7

crescentcityjewishnews.com

DECEMBER 2015
CHANUKAH from page 6

Listen Up! lights up JCC’s
Community Chanukah celebration

L

JCDS student holding her mezzuot gift (Photo by JCDS)

duction, “Light a Candle” was directed and conducted
by Lauren Gisclair, JCDS Music Teacher. Following
the enlightening holiday show the students, faculty
and friends enjoyed a reception that served latkes and
soofganiyot.

isten Up!, a Jewish a cappella quartet
group specializing in its own interpretations of popular and Israeli songs, were
the headliners at the Jewish Community
Center’s Chanukah Community Celebration today
from 4 – 6:30 p.m.
Listen Up! had a viral YouTube video last
year in which they sang a version of “Adon
Olam” to the tune of Pharrell’s “Happy” from
Universal Studio’s “Despicable Me 2.”
Part of the Cathy and Morris Bart Cultural
Arts series of programs, the annual celebration is always an opportunity to light the
large chanukiah donated to the JCC by artist
Gary Rosenthal five years ago.
Liba Kornfeld, the JCC’s Jewish Family director, coordinated the candle lighting
ceremony with several local representatives of
the Bart family and other organizations taking
part.
Children responded to many of the songs
by dancing at the front of the crowd of nearly
300, one of the largest of chanukah celebrations in the city.
Kosher Cajun New York Delicatessen provided fried food to coincide with the season
including fried chicken and traditional latkes.

Morris Bart, second from left, and Liba Kornfeld, left, oversee the lighting of the Chanukiah at the JCC. (Photos by Alan Smason)

Listen Up performs at JCC.

Fertel speaks on his family and others on South Rampart
BY ALAN SMASON, EXCLUSIVE TO THE CCJN

R

andy Fertel, an author who studied the influence of
his own family and several other Jewish families on
the development of jazz music in its early days along
South Rampart Street, appeared at Congregation
Beth Israel Thursday night, December 17, to an anxious and
packed crowd of interested community members.
Fertel, who obtained his doctorate degree from Harvard
University, is known as the author of “The Gorilla Man and
the Empress of Steak,” a memoir of his two famous parents,
Rodney and Ruth Fertel. Rodney had famously run for mayor
of New Orleans on a campaign promise that he would populate the Audubon Zoo with a pair of gorillas, while his ex-wife
became famous as the founder of the nationwide Ruth’s Chris
Steak House franchise.
Fertel’s talk was punctuated with a number of slides with
quotes from a variety of people including family members
and outsiders like reporter and author Harnett Kane. Many
of those attending reminisced about the good old days when
families like the Fertels, their in-laws, the Finks, and the Karnovskys ran loan shops in the 400 block of Rampart Street.
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Fertel admitted that his own family was important in that
they became some of the most wealthy members of the New
Orleans area in a relatively short period of time. “Brick and
mortar. Brick and mortar; that’s what counts,” Fertel quoted
his great-grandmother, Julia Deiches Fertel, as having said.
According to Kane’s obituary, she left behind a fortune
of more than $2 million, valued at more than $36 million by
today’s standards.
Also, according to Fertel and those in attendance, most of
that money was kept on the premises because Julia and Sam
“Moneybags” Fertel were distrustful of banks.
Rodney Fertel admitted to his son that one of the six safes
his parents kept on their property contained a treasure trove
of diamonds. “She would open it (the safe) and regale him
with this statement,” Randy Fertel remembered his father
quoting her: “’I have so many diamonds, I could make a dress
of them.’”
Much of Fertel’s talk centered on the importance of the
Louis and Ester “Tilie” Karnovsky family and their sons Alexander and Morris, who had a direct influence on jazz great
Louis Armstrong during his formative years.
Morris provided Armstrong with a $2 loan advance to

Randy Fertel discussing the influence of his family on the development of
jazz in New Orleans. (Photo by Alan Smason)

purchase his first B-flat cornet, while his mother taught the
young man Russian lullabies. She often fed him following his
hard work selling coal and other items.
Fertel concluded by suggesting that the concept of spreading manure around to grow things could be likened to both
jazz musicians and their Jewish pawnbroker counterparts. The
manure, or oppression both Jews and African-Americans suffered, was literally turned into “gold,” he said.
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Weill and Brecht’s ‘Happy End’ enjoys run at Allways
BY ALAN SMASON, THEATRE CRITIC, WYESTV “STEP
PIN’ OUT”

T

here is little doubt that Kurt Weill and Bertolt Brecht
made a formidable team of composer and lyricist.
Their two greatest triumphs – “The Three Penny
Opera” and “The Rise and Fall of the City of Mahagonny” – sandwiched a work, “Happy End,” that was ripped
critically not because of their songs or lyrics, but more due to
the failings of its book.
The two had teamed with Brecht’s close friend Elizabeth Hauptman, trying to recapture lightning in a bottle,
following the runaway success of “The Three Penny Opera,” the most popular musical in Germany in the 1920s.
Part of its success was that it was based on John Gay’s
“The Beggar’s Opera,” a well-known work.
Hauptman, who wrote under the nom de plume of
Dorothy Lane, tried to craft a book that would weave
Weill’s music and Brecth’s lyrics into it, but she had such
difficulty writing the manuscript that on opening night, it
was reportedly still not finished.
There is a story that states one original cast member,
who was bored or was trying to make a statement, read
from The Communist Manifesto to the dismay of the
audience and the German authorities, who learned of it
later.
The show closed after only seven performances, but
was revived in Munich and Berlin in 1956 and 1957,
around the time that Brecht died at age 58, and on
London’s West End in 1965. “Happy End” made it to
Broadway for the first time in 1977, more than a quartercentury after Weill had expired.
Following the success of his mounting of “The Three
Penny Opera” at the Allways Theatre two years ago,
director Dennis Monn opted to produce a run of “Happy
End” with Harry Mayronne reprising his role as musical
director.
The musical has been running for the past week and
is in many ways an immersive experience with audience
members seated in what might be deemed Bill’s Beer Hall,
the circa-1919 hangout for Chicago criminal Bill Cracker
and his horde of thieves and murderers.
The music is played with great precision by Mayronne
on piano along with a quintet of talented musicians
– Lydia Stein, Cody Ruth, David Symons, Byron Asher
and Dr. Sick – collectively known as the Salt Wives.
As Lillian Holiday, Pandora Gastelum has the role
that Hauptmann based in part on George Bernard Shaw’s
“Major Barbara.” This is the same character role Damon
Runyon used in his “The Idyll of Miss Sarah Brown,”
which came to be the basis for Frank Loesser’s musical,
“Guys and Dolls.”
In this case, Holiday is bounced by the Salvation
Army when she becomes the alibi for the whereabouts
of Cracker, played by Levy Easterly. In trying to save
Cracker’s soul, she places herself in a highly compromising position by admitting she kept him company, while
drinking liquor at his pub.
Nicole Gruter plays the intractable Major Stone, who
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Lillian Holiday (Pandora Gastelum) passing time and whiskey with Bill Cracker (Levy Easterly) in “Happy End.” (Photo by Dennis Monn)

takes a dim view of Holiday’s actions. After ejecting Holiday as unfit, she unwisely puts her faith and confidence in
Sister Jane, played with brilliant comic timing by Renee
Anderson.
Gastelum is more than able to meet the challenge of
a woman torn between saving a soul for God and being
attracted to Easterly’s “bad boy.”
The singing complements the music and highlights a
company of players who don’t get to be seen on a regular
basis in other productions. Gastelum’s 11th-hour ballad,
“Surabaya Johnny,” is sung with great skill and advances
her character in such a way that she actually touches
Cracker. Cracker and his henchmen enjoy hamming it up
in Act I’s “The Bilbao Song,” a drinking anthem in which
they relate their prowess as criminals.
Chris Wecklein is also quite good as Governor, a
power-seeking gang member, who runs afoul of Cracker.
The cast of bumbling criminals of gang leader Fly
and gangsters Reverend, Sammy and Babyface, played
by Elyse Manning, Dr. Sick, Ratty Scurvics and Owen
Ever, respectively, gives audiences several comedic breaks
between songs. Yet, the book does little to develop the
secondary characters.
Greater care also could have been given to costuming, although it seems to be the sine qua non of many of
Monn’s productions to cater to Bohemian tastes that shun
conventionality.
The cast of “Happy End” at the Allways Lounge. (Photo by Dennis Monn)
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New Orleans rabbinate joins with other clergy to
denounce anti-Muslim rhetoric
BY ALAN SMASON

M

embers of the East Jefferson Parish Clergy Association (EJPCA)
joined with other ordained
clergy from throughout Greater
New Orleans to express their solidarity with
one another and to denounce divisive rhetoric
and anti-Muslim fervor on Monday, Dec. 21.
In joining with their Muslim friends
and clergy at the Masjid Abu Bakr
Mosque at Power Boulevard and West
Esplanade, members of every local branch
of Judaism and most Jewish houses of
worship showed their support for an
EJPCA-drafted document that was read
aloud by Congregation Gates of Prayer
Rabbi Robert Loewy.
Loewy, the senior member of the New
Orleans rabbinate, was joined by Temple
Sinai Rabbi Ed Paul Cohn, Shir Chadash
Conservative Congregation Rabbi Ethan
Linden and Orthodox Congregation Beth
Israel Rabbi Gabriel Greenberg in a show
of community support. Also joining in the
event that started at 11 a.m. were Temple
Sinai Cantor Joel Colman, Federation’s
Jewish Community Relations Council
chair Gail Chalew and member Allison
Kushner as well as Bonnie Lustig, who
represented Jewish Children’s Regional
Service.
Rev. Ronald Unger, the minister from
Christ the King Lutheran Church and
EJPCA president introduced himself first
and welcomed everyone to the mosque
before turning the microphone over to
Loewy.
“As people of faith, we differ with one
another, but also respect one another,”
Loewy began. “Islam, like Judaism and
Christianity, is one of the Abrahamic
faiths, sharing many of the same principles and values, (and) representing over
a billion people.”
Loewy noted that the document he
was reading bore the signatures of 40 local clergy members. The statement of solidarity began with the EJPCA, but quickly
became a cause célèbre throughout
Greater New Orleans. A number of local
Muslim leaders from Orleans Parish were
joined at the event by Christian ministers
like the Reverend Donald Frampton from
St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church.
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Also present was Captain Michael
Kinler, the commander of the Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s 4th Patrol District,
which encompasses the area along West
Esplanade, where the mosque and many
of the area’s Jewish houses of worship are
located.
Loewy said the document could quite
easily have borne hundreds of signatures.
“As religious leaders of Jefferson Parish
and Greater New Orleans, we join our
voices together to address anti-Muslim
statements recently reported by the
media,” he began. “We condemn in the
strongest terms any calls to deny all
Muslims entry into the United States or to
incite violence or harm against our Muslim friends, family and neighbors.”
Religious freedom is at the core of
what makes America a great nation, he
continued. “Generations of immigrants
have sought refuge from religious persecution on our shores,” Loewy continued.
“Our union is strongest because of the
diversity allowed by religious freedom.”
The document acknowledged all
people are created in the image of God
and that “any attacks on Muslims or any
other religious or ethnic group is an attack on every one of us,” Loewy said.
Following a loud affirmation from the
clergy and the crowd of onlookers, Imam
Abdur Rahman Bashir, who also represented the Jefferson Muslim Association,
thanked the attendees, all of whom out
of respect had removed their shoes before
entering.
“This is not just a gesture of good
faith, but this is a gesture of good citizenship as well,” Bashir began. “This
country has always opened its doors to
those looking for a better life and a better living. This country has always been
the light at the end of the tunnel and the
glimmer of hope for many who were
about to lose it.”
Bashir said that he, his fellow Muslims
and the diverse clergy were all united
in their opposition to divisive rhetoric
and hateful speech directed at Islam and
Muslims. “
Islam means peace and to submit patiently to God, he said. “Groups like ISIS
and Al Qaeda and those who dance to
their tune are determined to manipulate

Rabbi Robert Loewy, center, speaks at the Masjid Abu Bakr mosque with Imam Abdur Rahman Bashir, right, and
the Rev. Ronald Unger, second from left, looking on. (Photo by Alan Smason)

Rabbi Gabriel Greenberg , left, with Imam Abdur
Bashir (Photo by Alan Smason)

Imam Abdur Rahman Bashir addresses a crowd of
support for Islam and Muslims on Mon., Dec. 21 at the
Masid Abu Bakr mosque. (Photo by Alan Smason)

and exploit the true teachings of Islam to
fulfill their agenda of terror and to wreak
havoc through the world,” Bashir continued. “They take texts out of context
to indoctrinate and brainwash those who
don’t know any better.”

The imam invited everyone who could
hear or see him to seek out his fellow
Muslims and to learn they oppose violence and terrorism. “We are together and
we are united and we will work together
against intolerance and work together to
promote social justice, peace and security,” Bashir promised.
Concluding, he said: “This is a time to
build bridges and not to burn them. This
is a time to hold hands and not push each
other away.”
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Klemons and Hamil-Jews add to success of ‘Hamilton’
BY ALAN SMASON, EXCLUSIVE TO THE CCJN

W

hen Jewish author Ron Chernow published
his epic biography on Alexander Hamilton
in 2003, he had no idea of the impact it
would have on Broadway audiences more
than a decade later. That’s because he could not have
envisioned the effect his tome would have on Lin-Manuel
Miranda, the visionary who composed and stars in the
hip-hop musical “Hamilton,” that won top off-Broadway
honors last year.
It is a given that Miranda will be nominated for his
role of Alexander Hamilton in addition to receiving nominations for his music, lyrics and book. Playing to sold-out
houses for months in advance, Hamilton is the hottest
ticket on Broadway and shows little sign of slowing.
Previously, Miranda was Tony-nominated for his role
of Usnami in “In the Heights,” the hip-hop Latin musical set in New York for which he wrote the book and
music. In the Heights landed him four Tony Awards including Best Musical of 2009. He was also nominated for
several Tonys for his music and lyrics for “Bring It On,”
a musical loosely based on the 2000 film of the same title
that dealt with competitive cheerleading.
For one Jewish performer, Stephanie Crain Klemons, a
Brooklyn-born but nearly lifetime resident of New Jersey,
Miranda’s rising star has meant gainful employment and
tremendous opportunities on Broadway since 2008.
Klemons has been associated with Miranda’s rise in
fame ever since she took a chance on auditioning for
what became In the Heights in 2007. At the time she was
on a national tour as a member of the ensemble and the
understudy for the lead role of Shanti in Andrew Lloyd
Webber’s “Bombay Dreams.”
“I was on the final leg of our tour and I saw a casting
call for ‘In the Heights’ and I had heard of this show,”
she explained during a busy holiday schedule last week.
“Instead of flying out, I stayed in New York and sent my
luggage off to Seattle.” That first audition went so well,
she was called back from Seattle to New York twice more
for additional callbacks.
It was an expensive and grueling process traveling
from Seattle to New York with little time to spare between performances. However, it was fortuitous, because
it was at this time that she became introduced to Miranda
and Andy Blankenbuehler, the choreographer who would
soon become her mentor and collaborator.
She was booked as an ensemble performer in the
original cast and was such an amazing dance talent that
she was hired as the assistant dance captain, prominently
featured expressively dancing on the cover of the Broadway cast recording.
When it was time for the touring show of In the
Heights, Blankenbuehler’s associate choreographer was
unavailable. Looking for someone else to take on that
role, he approached Klemons.
She readily accepted. “It was truly incredible for me,”
she recalled. Yet, it was a daunting task, since the dance
captain must know every single part of every role and
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Stephanie Klemons, the dance captain and associate choreographer of Broadway’s “Hamilton,” shows off her high kick. (Photo by Colleen Quinn)

Stephanie Klemons, second from right, as a featured performer filling
in during the run of “Hamilton.” (Photo by Colleen Quinn)

Backstage at “Hamilton” is dance captain and associate choreographer
Stephanie Klemons. (Photo by Alan Smason)

must be able to teach all the dance moves to the performers.
The two reworked the original choreography for the
re-staging on the road tour. Klemons received her first
credit as an associate choreographer and she and Blankenbuehler began working closer together on other projects.
“Bring It On,” which included very difficult choreography and cheerleading moves, opened in Atlanta and had
what Klemons called the “perfect trifecta of injuries.” The

lead broke her ankle and the understudy had to fill in.
Also, an ensemble member got injured, so the swing was
occupied with substituting for that role.
As a result, Klemons, who was associate choreographer, was the only person healthy enough to perform who
knew all of the moves. When the show opened on Broadway, new performers were hired and Klemons returned to
a behind-the-scenes role as associate choreographer.
* TO READ THIS COMPLETE ARTICLE ABOUT
Klemons and the other Hamil-Jews—go to the Crescent
City Jewish News Website ( www.CrescentCityJewishNews.com .)
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New Hadassah president installed by her children
BY ALAN SMASON

W

hen her three daughters were born, Charisse
Sands made sure they were all made life members of Hadassah. So, it was only natural when
she was due to be installed as the new president of the Greater New Orleans Chapter of Hadassah that
her daughters were given a prominent hand in the ceremony.
All three daughters – Chaviva, Sara and Mirit – flew in
from New York where they work or are in school to take part
in the installation ceremonies by lighting a Chanukiah, denoting the eight officers being installed including their mother as
president. The shamash candle stood for the entire chapter
and the impetus and spirit behind each of the officers.
The ceremonies took place on Sunday, Jan. 17 at the home
of former Southern Region president Lee Kansas in Lake Vista
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
“I spoke with each one individually and I said I would
be very honored if she as well as her sisters would install
me as their president,” Sands told the CCJN in an exclusive
interview.
Starting when they were toddlers, Sands said she has exposed her daughters to Hadassah programs. “They’ve always
come to various programs and even after they reached college,
they would come to something,” she recalled. “They’ve been
involved as much as any child or teenager would (be).”
Sands’ husband Marc and son Josh also were on hand,
along with dozens of Hadassah members and associates, who
witnessed the first part of the ceremonies administered by Julie
Schwartz.
Sands has been a life member of Hadassah since 1982
while she was still living in Houston. She and her husband
moved here with two of her daughters 28 years ago.
She started her Hadassah career as a board officer – vicepresident for education – but after the children became grown
and she was responsible for shuttling them back and forth to
practices and sports activities, she removed herself as a board
member for a time.
In the last several years, though, she returned to the board
and was nominated with a slate of mostly new candidates to
move the chapter forward from retiring president Ilana Reisin.

crescentcityjewishnews.com

Charisse Sands watches as her daughters Sara, Chaviva and Mirit
install her as the new New Orleans Chapter of Hadassah president.
(Photo by Alan Smason)
Charisse Sands, third from right, stands with daughters from left Mirit,
Chaviva and husband Marc with Sara and son Josh at right in front of
Chanukiah lit to denote new officers and the chapter. (Photo by Alan
Smason)

Reisin will remain as an ex-officio officer with the chapter
board.
Prior to Sands’ installation, Schwartz presided over the
vote that brought the new slate of candidates into line. Joining
Sands on the board for a two-year term are vice-president
for programming Joy Feldman, vice-president for fundraising Fran Simon, vice-president for education, Cindy Denn,
treasurer Arlene Hines, recording secretary Helen Stone and
corresponding secretary Carrie Pailet. The membership chair,
Barbara Polikoff-Katz, will serve, but not on the Hadassah
board, according to Sands.
Among her goals, Sands says she is looking forward to
increasing her new life members by 36, a number she hopes to
bypass. She is ready to take the reins of leadership and knows
what she is expected to do as the incoming president.
“The main thing is educating people about Israel and
also our advocacy work that we do,” she explained.
“It’s all wrapped up with education. We advocate for
legislation that affects women, children and families.”
Among the advocacy proposals she mentioned are the

Lillie Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009 and gender equality in medical research to ensure that female patients are
included in studies just as men are.
“The other major goals that we have are to raise funds
to support our major projects,” Sands continued. She
specifically pointed to the Hadassah Hospitals and medical research facilities and three youth aliyah villages they
support in Israel. “We (also) have Hadassah Academic
College that is also located n Israel and we have programs
here as well,” she said.
Sands noted that Hadassah supports Young Judea
and their gap year program called Year Course. She also
touted several medical initiative such as Hadassah’s “Every Beat Counts” for heart health and “Check It Out,” a
breast cancer awareness program.
In stressing the goal of new life members, she pointed
out that a life membership is only $212. “The biggest
bonus is not only are you part of this wonderful organization, but you never have to pay a membership fee again,”
Sand boasted.
“Not only are they investing in themselves, but they
are investing in Israel as well as for all we do for Israel,”
she stated. “It’s the gift that you give yourself that lasts a
a lifetime and it goes wherever you go too.”
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JCDS Holds Living Green
Family Fun Fest

Insuring your life helps
protect their future.
Bryan Schexnayder, Agent
1109 N Causeway Blvd
Metairie, LA 70001
Bus: 504-835-2944
www.bryanschexnayder.com
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A JCDS mom with children enjoying the Petting Zoo (Photo by JCDS).

T

he Jewish Community Day
School held its second community Living Green Family
Fun Fest on Sunday, Jan.
24 from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Activities were held in the Bart Field on the
Goldring Woldenberg Jewish Community Campus, which also houses the
Jewish Community Day School.
Coinciding with the onset of Tu
B’Shevat, the New Year of the Trees
this event hosted families to learn
more about ecology, the holiday and
Jewish perspectives on the environment.
In addition to staff members from
JCDS, there were a number of volunteers from Torah Academy and the
Jewish Community Center Day Camp.
This annual event is free and open
to the public. Participants were encouraged to give tzedakah to support

It can also provide for today.
I’ll show you how a life insurance policy with living benefits can
help your family with both long-term and short-term needs.
GET TO A BETTER STATE.
CALL ME TODAY.
®

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI), State Farm Life and Accident
Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI), Bloomington, IL

The Crescent City Jewish
News proudly publishes
weekly JEWISH TRIVIA
by our “home grown”
MARK D. ZIMMERMAN
For information to purchase one of his
books go to-rrrjewishtrivia.com

The miniature horse was a favorite attraction at
the JCDS Living Green Family Fun Fest (Photo
by JCDS).

Louisiana Coastal Restoration or the
Jewish National Fund.
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Touro Synagogue hosts
Dansker lecture on Stephen
Sondheim

A

t the conclusion of services on Jan.
15, worshippers were privileged to
hear local historian George Dansker
present a lecture accompanied with
singers performing some of Stephen Sondheim’s
works. Dansker is a noted scholar with expertise on musical theater and opera.
His talk, “Take Me to the World: The Life
and Music of Stephen Sondheim” was part of
his lecture and concert series on Broadway and
its impact on American culture.
In addition to Dansker’s lecture and slide
show presentations, three guest singers provided
musical accompaniment for the evening. They
were soprano Greer Grimsley, mezzo-soprano
Luretta Bybee and Rachel Laufer, a young

The first weeks of the
2016 CARNIVAL SEASON

T

he first week of the Carnival season began in earnest with the Twelfth
Night and the streetcar ride of the Phunny Phorty Phellows. It traveled
on their traditional route that left the Carrollton barn and traveled up
to Lee Circle and back. The French Quarter and Faubourg Marigny
neighborhoods celebrated the evening with the St. Joan of Arc marching krewe.
The second week of the season had the annual B’nai Brith Mitzvah Makers
Hospital Parade for shut-ins and hospital patients. It is the 37th year that this annual indoor event has been held. Once the group parades in Touro Infirmary they
continue their trek to the nearby Kindred Hospital and Home Life in the Gardens
on Aline Street.
The Clown Unit of the Fahad Grotto joined the B’nai B’rith group this year.

Scholar George Dansker (Photo by Alan Smason).

student from Lusher Middle School.
This event was free and open to the public.

2015 B’nai B’rith Mitzvah Makers (Hunter Thomas photography)

The Phunny Phorty Phellows officially kick of Carnival season on January 6 with a streetcar ride.
(Photo by Alan Smason)
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Jewish celebrities and themes receive awards

T

he Golden Globe Awards honored the Hungarian Holocaust film “Son of Saul” and
actress Rachel Bloom for her performance in
“Crazy Ex-Girlfriend.” Additionally, Aaron
Sorkin won an award for his screenplay “Steve Jobs”
screenplay.
The foreign film winner, “Son of Saul” focuses on a
member of the Sonderkommando at Auschwitz-Birkenau who was forced to cremate the bodies of fellow
prisoners. In the film he saves his son’s dead body and
looks for a rabbi to say Kaddish. This film was funded
in part by the Conference on Jewish Material Claims
Against Germany.
Also announced this week was the 2015 National
Jewish Book Awards. Dennis Ross, former Obama
advisor won in the history category for “Doomed to
Succeed: The U.S.-Israel Relationship from Truman to
Obama. Shulem Deen (a former Skverer Hasid ) won in
the contemporary Jewish life and practice category for
his memoir, “All Who Go Do Not Return.” This autobiographical book shares Deen’s blogs under the pseudonym Hasidic Rebel that describe his deep thoughts of

losing his faith and eventually
his family, too.
The top honor, Jewish Book of the Year was
awarded to Bruce Hoffman
for “Anonymous Soldiers:
The Struggle for Israel, 19171947.”
A complete list of the
winners can be viewed on
the Jewish Book Council’s
website at www.jewishbookcouncil.org.

Géza Röhrig as Saul in "Son of Saul." (Courtesy of Sony Pictures Classics)

PUTTING OUR JEWISH VALUES INTO ACTION
Hadassah is building a world where our
Jewish values in action create strong community
and an enduring Israel. We connect and
empower Jewish women to effect change.
JOIN US to advance health and well-being,
advocate for women, and build community
in Israel and the US.
Enroll as a life member for $212 @ hadassah.org/life or
contact Charisse Sands, annsandsc@aol.com, 504.231.6464.
OFFER VALID JANUARY 1–DECEMBER 31, 2016. A portion of the Life Membership enrollment fee is allocated for a
subscription to Hadassah Magazine. In keeping with IRS regulations, membership dues/enrollment fees are not
considered to be tax-deductible contributions.

HADASSAH THE WOMEN’S ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA, INC.
©2016 Hadassah, The Women’s Zionist Organization of America, Inc. Hadassah is a registered
trademark of Hadassah, The Women’s Zionist Organization of America, Inc.

NO_CrescentCityJewishNews2016.indd 2

crescentcityjewishnews.com

11/11/15 11:02 AM

The Best of the Crescent City Jewish News | 15

JANUARY 2016

New Orleans native’s
artwork resonates
with local imagery
“Seder on Rue Octavia” shows a New Orleans Passover seder with family members dreaming about things other than the seder. (Courtesy of Rebecca
Schwarz)

BY ALAN SMASON, EXCLUSIVE TO THE CCJN
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D

espite her clear intention to leave her New
Orleans upbringing behind her and become a
full-fledged Yankee, Crescent City native and
visual artist Rebecca Berins Schwarz is finding
it difficult to rid herself of her birth city’s influence on her
art.
Schwarz recently held the first exhibit of her original
art to be shown in 18 years in New York’s Westchester County and some of her more creative and colorful
creations playfully reverberate with the culture of the Big
Easy’s unique heritage.
The exhibit, which ran for a month in February and
March, was very satisfying to her, but since it ended, she
has reflected back on the show titled “Isolated.”
“It was more about getting the artwork noticed,” she
said. “It was in my house and I wanted to kinda see if I
could display it all.”
She is married to a successful attorney and currently
enjoys a fulfilling career as an art teacher. “I don’t need the
income; I have my career,” she continued. “But it’s about
bettering myself as an artist and growing, making connections with other artists.”
Schwarz felt the same need to be fulfilled following her
foray into the business world as a graphic art designer and
advertising director. But the grind of Madison Avenue and
the constant pressure on her was a turnoff. Within a few
years she had opted for a career change, returning to college, earning a master’s degree in art and becoming an art
teacher and graphics instructor.
Schwarz, the daughter of Lenny Berins and Reva Lupin, first experienced success as an artist while a student at
the New Orleans Center for the Creative Arts (NOCCA)
and Benjamin Franklin High School. She later refined her
craft in New York at the Fashion Institute of Technology
as an undergraduate, receiving a bachelor’s of fine arts degree and later earned her master’s degree from Columbia
University. Since 2002 she has been a teacher.
While teaching middle school students has been much
See ARTIST on page 17
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more fulfilling for Schwarz
than the deadline-driven
and sterile world of advertising, she always felt
an emotional and spiritual
vacuum within her that
could only be filled by
making her own art.
With the support of her
attorney husband Matthew
and the understanding of
her two daughters, she
began to paint a number
of pieces in oil, acrylic and
watercolors in anticipation
of mounting an exhibit
of her art. “Now that my
kids are a little bit older,
I’ve been trying to make it
a little bit more of a priority,” she explained.
She began “Zelda,” a
series of women’s portraits
dedicated in name and
spirit to Zelda Fitzgerald,
the bold, complex and
troubled wife of author F.
Scott Fitzgerald.
Several of the pieces
she describes as quirky or
cynical. Schwarz wants
to create a different kind
of Judaica that bears little
resemblance to the needlepoint or religious figure
portraits of the past. She
describes them as “oldfashioned and irrelevant to
some people.”
A detailed artist’s statement on her website relates
the welter of feelings she
experienced as a divorced
child of an assimilated New
York Jewish father and a
“southern belle” observant
mother and the way she felt
marginalized as a Jew.
Consider the provocative “Seder on Rue
Octavia,” in which a New
Orleans Jewish family
assembles for a Passover
seder meal. All of the family members are thinking
about forbidden foodstuffs
(like bread, cake, beignets
and crawfish). The title is
spelled out in familiar blue
and white tiles similar to
those found on New Or-

leans streets in sidewalks,
while a “Geaux Saints”
poster bearing a fleur-de-lis
is hung on the dining room
wall.
Following the close of
the exhibit in Westchester,
that painting was moved
to Brooklyn, where it currently resides in a Jewish
art gallery open on Sundays, waiting for one lucky
art lover to take home her
original work.
Another piece “Laissez
Les Bon Temps Rouler Le
Dreidel,” depicts three children playing dreidel within
the confines of the family
home while the temptations
of New Orleans culture are
seen in the picture window
behind them.
She says she is interested
in approaching a community that is not 100-percent
sure of their feelings of
Judaism. Often, this will
create an opportunity for
humor. A painting of a
gallon plastic jug filled with
milk sitting next to a plastic
bear full of honey is titled
“Jewish Dream,” a reference to the biblical verse
referring to the Promised
Land as “a land flowing
with milk and honey.”
Regardless of faith
background or lack,
Schwarz hopes to break
down traditions by examining them through her
artistic lens, showing the
imperfect and sometimes
the hypocritical nature of
being a minority.
“I’m hoping to develop
an art practice,” Schwarz
said. “I’ve devoted my
entire career to art and a
large piece of it to art education. Now, I’m becoming
an artist on my own.”
Because she is not dependent on her art for her
income, she feels fortunate.
“It’s something I feel very
lucky in that I can continue
to grow and explore. In the
process I feel like my skills
have grown every day I do
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“Laissez les bon temps rouler le dreidel” shows three children playing dreidel within their home with the temptations of the city showing through
the window behind them. (Courtesy Rebecca Schwarz)

it,” Schwarz continues.
She hopes to add another quirky New Orleans
painting to her repertoire,
one that is sketched out but
not finished as a painting.
In “Lagniappe,” she will
show a Jewish klezmer
band with a second line
following it and the word

emblazoned in a font that
resembles Hebrew.
“I’m just going to see
where it’s going to take
me,” she confided about
the piece.
Also, she has plans to
expand another aspect of
her artwork this summer.
“I am really a portrait art-

ist,” she mused. “My new
Orleans family will be the
inspiration for a new series
I am planning. I have very
interesting people on both
sides.”
While the actual work
has yet to be finalized, she
said she hopes to imagine
colorful backgrounds for

each portrait and points
to the work of celebrated
African-American artist
Kehinde Wiley as an example of what she might be
trying to achieve. “I haven’t
a hundred percent figured
it out,” she concluded.
“I’m just kinda looking at
them.”
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Bremner Duthie to unveil new Weill show at Marigny
Opera House
BY ALAN SMASON

K

urt Weill, the talented Jew who was the most
successful composer in Germany prior to his
fleeing Nazi Germany, was the subject of a rare
cabaret performance by singer Bremner Duthie
and a jazz trio Feb. 17 at the Marigny Opera House.
Classically trained, Weill could well have been the
leading German classical composer had he not been born
the son of a Jewish cantor and run afoul of the Nazis,
said Duthie in an exclusive CCJN interview. He first took
training under the helm of opera composer Engelbert
Humperdinck and later a less conservative mentor.
“I think he had two lives,” Duthie mused. “Kurt Weill
had his work in Berlin in the 1920s, after which he fled
to Broadway. He soaked up the American vernacular and
actually changed his name to Weil. He even refused to
speak with a German accent.”
With his non-Jewish lyricist partner Bertolt Brecht,
Weill scored major successes with “The Three Penny Opera” and “The Rise and Fall of the City of Mahagonny”
in 1928 and 1930, respectively, prior to seeking exile in
Paris, Italy and Britain, several years before finally emigrating to America in 1935. “But I don’t think he ever left
his classical roots behind,” Duthie stated.
Duthie has garnered critical success for his ’33 a
Kabarett, a one-man show in which he portrays a Weimar

cabaret performer who sings the songs of his deceased
fellow performers. The riveting show has played at fringe
festivals and theater festivals throughout Europe and
across the United States. Based on his reception in New
Orleans three years ago, he and his wife moved to the
Crescent City permanently and now reside in the Bywater
neighborhood.
Duthie performed the Weill songbook with pianist
Ethan Stern, whose trio includes a standup bass player
and a clarinet/saxophone player.
“I stay fairly close to the idea of a cabaret singer,”
Duthie explained. “However, all the versions are all jazz
renditions, but I try and stay pretty close to the originals.
They don’t need much adaptation”
Still, he does expect the trio to jazz it up, but only a
little. “‘Weill at Heart’ is a cabaret/concert that shares my
sheer delight in the marvelous complexity of Weill’s music,” Bremner’s handouts state. “Weill forces us to open
our hearts, to hear and see the world anew: every moment
spent with his work is a moment of discovery.”

Cabaret star Bremner Duthie (Photo courtesy Bremner Duthie)

Israeli-American trio soared in NOFM program
BY ALAN SMASON, EXCLUSIVE TO THE CCJN

C

hamber music fans were in for a very rare treat
on Wed., Feb. 24, when the Goldstein-PeledFiterstein Trio starred in a program of music
sponsored by the New Orleans Friends of
Music at Tulane University’s Dixon Hall. Prior to their
8 p.m. concert, the trio held a rescheduled master class
performance at 5:30 in Nunnemaker Hall on the Loyola
University campus, which was cancelled due to inclement
weather in the area on Tuesday.
The rarity of their appearance was reflected in the nature of this ensemble of Israeli-Americans – pianist Alon
Goldstein, cellist Amit Peled and clarinetist Alex Fiterstein – all highly regarded solo performers with their own
individual careers and who, only on certain occasions
throughout the year, come together to perform as a trio.
The unusual nature of their association was noted in
an exclusive CCJN interview with Goldstein and Fiterstein this past week.
“Although we’re not a regular group that practices
every week, we have a familiarity of playing together,”
Fiterstein noted. “The work that we do carries over.”
Even through the three grew up in Israel before com-
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ing to the United States to advance their careers, they did
not get to know each other until they had begun spending
their summers in America at the famous Marlboro Festival in Vermont more than a decade ago.
It was there they discovered their common Israeli roots
and an affinity for the same kinds of repertoire. They
began to enjoy each other’s company, while expanding
their musical horizons, and formed the erstwhile trio in
2005. Eventually, Frank Salomon and Associates, a noted
classical artists agency, invited the three to take part in the
2009 Peoples’ Symphony Concerts in New York. The trio
soon became part of its retinue of artists and Goldstein
was signed to an additional contract as a solo performer.
The NOFM program scheduled could be likened to
a sandwich. The trio played together during the opening
and closing works by Ludwig Beethoven and Johannes
Brahms, respectively. In between were solo works or duets
by fellow Israeli-American Shulamit Ran, Franz Liszt and
Ernest Bloch that allowed each member to show off his
prowess as a solo performer.
The Beethoven Trio in B-Flat Major, Op. 11 that
began the evening’s program is often performed by string
trios with a violin substituting for the clarinet part.
Clarinetist Fiterstein believes the reason it was

Cellist Amit Peled, pianist Alon Goldstein and clarinetist Alex Fiterstein
following Wednesday night’s concert. (Photo by Alan Smason)

also scored for a different instrument may go back to
Beethoven’s times. “Maybe the reason is the clarinet was
not as prominent at that time as it is today and he was
maybe afraid it would not be performed as much,” he
See TRIO on page 19
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speculated.
“You’re being much too kind,” Goldstein interjected.
“It sounds much much better on a clarinet.”
The piece by Ran, “For an Actor: Monologue for clarinet solo,” allowed Fiterstein an opportunity to show his
range. “It’s very modern and very avant-garde, but the
structure is very traditional,” he admitted. “It stretches
the limits of the clarinet and is a great showpiece for the
clarinet.”
The piece, which was privately commissioned in
memory of a former actor, was described by the clarinetist
as “imitating a monologue in the theater. It’s basically a
monologue without the words.”
Goldstein got attention as a solo performer in the
deeply romantic Franz Liszt piano transcription of Richard Wagner’s “Liebedstod” from the opera “Tristan und
Isolde,” which followed. Unlike what some might expect,
Goldstein said he is not biased against Wagnerian music,
despite its connection to the Nazis and the fact that several of his relatives lived through the Holocaust.
“I think if my grandmother, who went through the
Holocaust does not want to listen (to Wagner), I am not
going to argue with her or educate her,” he stated.
But the pianist said he accepts Wagner for his musical gifts. “Listen to Wagner. He is a great musician. He
was certainly a genius and certainly not a nice man. It is
very hard to separate a genius and the personality. We
sometimes think that a person who is a genius is also a
wonderful personality.” That’s not the case in Wagner’s
case or in the case of composer Carl Orff, who was a
member of the Nazi Party, he pointed out.
Goldstein returned on the program in support to cellist Peled, who played three sketches from “Jewish Life”
by Bloch. Peled played on a Venetian cello, formerly the
property of famed musician Pablo Casals and bequeathed
to him by his widow several years ago. Constructed in
1735, the instrument, which he calls “Pablo,” is insured
for $3 million.
Bloch, who was born in Switzerland to Jewish parents,
employed a number of Jewish themes in several of his
major works. However, it was historically difficult to be a
practicing Jew early in his career in Europe.
“He doesn’t have to practice Judaism,” countered the

Clarinetist Alex Fiterstein, pianist Alon Goldstein and cellist Amit Peled. (Photos by Britt Olsen-Ecker)

pianist in speaking about the Bloch work. “I don’t think
you get much more Jewish than that.”
In describing one of the works Peled performed,
“Prayer,” Goldstein said it was much like a conversation
between a cantor and his congregation responding. “It
doesn’t get more Jewish.”
Fiterstein, who has played as a solo artist before as a
performer with the Birdfoot Festival, said he looked forward to returning to the city, especially highly anticipating the program’s final work, the Brahms Trio for Piano,
Clarinet and Cello in A minor.
“I think it’s a great piece,” the clarinetist mused.
“Brahms at the end of his life actually wrote four pieces
for clarinet. The quintet happens to be considered one of
the best pieces for chamber ever written. The trio (Op.
114) is less ambitious than the quintet.”
But the trio they played hearkened back to some of
Brahms’ earlier compositions, Fiterstein said. “It shows
Brahms’ writing skills when he was much younger,
whereas the quintet (Op. 115) is very nostalgic, looking
back at (his) life.

The members of the Goldstein-Peled-Fiterstein Trio, all three IsraeliAmericans.

“It’s a late piece and has a very upbeat section,” he
concluded. “It’s not saying farewell like the quintet and as
a clarinetist, I feel we are lucky to have it.”
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Big Easy BBYO #5375

Locals Celebrate
Their Bygone Days…..
A

BY BARRI BRONSTON, SPECIAL TO THE CCJN

sk any of the more than 300
people who attended the New
Orleans BBYO Reunion in late
February what they thought of
the festivities, and you will no doubt get
very similar responses.
“We didn’t want it to end.”
“When’s the next one?”
“This was so much fun!”
To call it a success would be understatement. It surpassed even the expectations of the organizers, who with their
committee worked feverishly to put on a
memorable celebration based on the theme
“Reconnect, Renew, Rebirth.”
And reconnect they did. More than
350 people spanning 1938 – 2001 and
hailing from 20 states and France attended.
The weekend began with Shabbat services and an Oneg at Congregation Gates
of Prayer in Metairie led by Scott Bresler
(Freed-Goldberg AZA, 1974-78), members
of Big Easy BBYO, its coordinator Garrett
Moore and Laurie Oppenheim Dawes
(Susan Frank BBG, 1968-72).
“Laurie’s music truly set the tone, as
she played and we all sang to music from
See BBYO on page 21

Attendees at the BBYO Reunion include (from left) Laurie Openheimer Dawes, Cindy Rosenberg Denn, Gail Fenton Pesses, Darlene Pailet Yellin, Melanie Serpas Blitz and
Linda Hyman. Event organizer Cathy Bart is seen at rear with her husband, Morris “Buddy” Bart, at rear center. (Photo courtesy Gail Pesses).
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Susan Frank chapter of BBG taken in 1993 photo. (Courtesy Gail Pesses)

BBYO from page 20
a songbook that she passionately
compiled, bringing everyone back
to our teenage years in BBYO,”
said Debbie Bresler, who chaired
the reunion with Cathy Kanter
Bart, Linda Sue Heiman and
Melanie Serpas Blitz.
The service included the
reading of the names of alumni
who have passed away, the fond
memories bringing many to tears.
The Oneg, sponsored by B’nai
B’rith of Greater New Orleans,
featured food lovingly prepared
by Blitz (Susan Frank BBG –
1967-71). The poignancy of the
evening ended with a Friendship
Circle, as alumni crossed hands
and swayed, singing “No Man is
an Island,” “From Seven States”
and “We Pledge To Thee,” all
thanks to Susan Cohen Levin
(Ahava BBG 1971-67), who
found her original Crescent City
BBG special songbook.
The highlight of the weekend,
the reunion party, took place at
Southport Music Hall. Bresler
said she knew it would be a fabulous affair when alumni began
pouring into the venue before it
had officially opened.
The party featured a memorabilia table complete with
yearbooks, banners and photos,
along with a surprise performance by the Pin Striped Jazz
Band, which led a traditional
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New Orleans second line complete with specially made BBYO
umbrellas, courtesy of Cathy Bart
(Ahava, 1972 -76) and Big Easy
BBYO members and handkerchiefs provided by B’nai B’rith of
Greater New Orleans.
Prior to the second line, Mike
Laufer (Freed-Goldberg AZA
1668-71) announced a challenge
from Cathy and Buddy Bart
to give a $10,000 match if the
alumni group raises $10,000.
The money will be used to help
support the growth and rebirth
of the local Big Easy Chapter.
When it was clear that no one
wanted to leave, the party was
extended for another half-hour.
Fortunately, a Sunday morning
event was planned, and just a
few hours later, more than 100
people gathered at New Orleans
Coffee & Beignet Co. to say
goodbye.
Not only was the reunion
successful in terms of renewing
friendships, but more than 70
alumni donated nearly $10,000
to help Big Easy BBYO.
“Our reunion showed us
that the friendships we made
in BBYO truly created indelible
bonds and memories,” Bresler
said. “But we need to ensure that
the New Orleans Jewish youth of
today will have the experiences
that we still treasure today.”
Cathy Bart agreed. “Seeing
us all together again embracing,

Paul Anger joins his wife Vicki Dahlman Anger, holding a “second line” handkerchief, with Fran Mendler Lake at right. (Photo by Gail
Pesses)

laughing and crying made all of
our hard work worthwhile,” she
said. “It made me also realize
even more that our youth need
and deserve strong BBYO.”
As of March 22, the group
was just $605 away from reaching its $10,000 goal and the
match of $10,000 from the Barts.
“We can reach our goal with

your help, “Bresler said.
To donate, make checks payable to BBYO Rebirth and send
to P.O. Box 4055, LaPlace, LA,
70069 or call Linda Sue Heiman
at 504-256-1312 to make a
donation by phone.
To be part of the New Orleans BBYO family, go to nolabbyoreunion2016.com and fill out

the form to be included in the
NOLA BBYO Alumni Directory.
(Editor’s note: This story and
accompanying photos were provided by members of the reunion.
The CCJN is grateful and thanks
everyone for their help in disseminating this story.)
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THE ATHENAEUM

The YMHA’s Athenaeum:
New Orleans’ Original
Auditorium
BY ARLENE WIEDER

The Athenaeum in the 1930s. (Photo courtesy State Library of Louisiana); Inset: The original Athenaeum after the fire, 1905. (Photo courtesy Charles Milo Collection,Louisiana Archive, New Orleans Public Library)
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THE ATHENAEUM

I

n the 1880s, East European and Russian
Jews were immigrating by the tens of
thousands to America. As they entered
the country, many shared horrific accounts of violent anti-Semitic pogroms in
Russia. These new American refugees needed to quickly adjust and become assimilated
as loyal American citizens. To accomplish
this goal, the national Young Men’s Hebrew
Association (YMHA) movement was developed in key cities of embarkation.
This movement arrived in New Orleans
in 1891. A group of local Jewish leaders met
at Congregation Temple Sinai for the first of
its organizational meetings. The gathering
included representatives of every Jewish
congregation, benevolent societies, lodges
and various committees shepherded by the
self-appointed leader of the group, Julius
Weis, the local philanthropist and president
of Temple Sinai. At that meeting it was decided the New Orleans community needed
to organize its own YMHA.
The local mission of the group was to
help uplift both the social and spiritual
lives of young Jews. According to Weis,
the program was already enjoying success
elsewhere and expanding rapidly to other
cities. The key to the movement was to have
a local gathering place with a gymnasium,
swimming pool, meeting rooms, social hall
and citizenship classes.
Five years following that initial meeting
a local YMHA building opened its doors on
November 19, 1896. An annual membership fee of $12.00 was paid by its initial 875
charter members.
Designed by architect D. Einsiedel, the
red brick building was located at the corner
of Clio Street and St. Charles Avenue. It was
considered a state-of-the-art structure and
was to be referred to as The Athenaeum, the
award-winning name submitted by Reverend Henry Cohn of Galveston.
The three-story building featured all
modern conveniences including toilets,
lavatories and baths in addition to having
gas and electric power and steam heat. An
article in the Daily Picayune stated the structure was “one of the prettiest, neatest, most
complete and withal coziest in the country.”
Walter Chew Flower, the 44th mayor of the
City of New Orleans, along with community
notables like Rabbi Max Heller, turned out
for its first public event.
While the magnificent exterior was
breathtaking, the interior reception hall
had a marble vestibule leading toward its
entrance and could hold a maximum of
1,200 individuals for an event. There was
also a game room, with a separate room for
billiards, small parlors, a library, a theatrical
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stage with four green rooms and a banquet
hall complete with a full kitchen on the third
floor, which could easily feed a crowd of 300
hungry people.
For nine years the Athenaeum offered
numerous cultural, educational and enriching literary events hosted by the members
of the YMHA. Additionally, the building
served as the city’s largest rented venue
with frequent civic events, lectures or social
gatherings for other organizations.
As has happened so often in the history of New Orleans, everything abruptly
changed on the evening of Jan. 17, 1905,
when a fire broke out from an overheated
furnace. Within a short period of time,
flames had fully engulfed the entire property
and spread to two adjoining residences as
well as the First German Protestant Church
next door. The fire also claimed the life of
Maurice Fass, the property steward. The
replacement cost was estimated at the time
at $100,000, but that turned out to be too
modest a price.
The organization acquired the two
adjoining properties and put forth plans to
erect another magnificent property, but to
assure that the replacement could withstand
a major fire. Almost two years to the date
of the fire, the Emile Weil-designed structure
was completed and the consensus was that
it was even more spectacular than the previous building. The multi-purpose building
was erected atop a steel structure frame
and finished with Harvard brick. Among
its prominent other features, it sported a
saltwater natatorium, a gymnasium and
bowling alleys.
Although the YMHA wanted this new
facility to be called the Auditorium of New
Orleans, that name never caught on. Most
locals referred to the building colloquially as
the “new” Athenaeum.
According to Mardi Gras historian
Arthur Hardy in his book Mardi Gras in
New Orleans – An Illustrated History, “The
Athenaeum….was the scene of hundreds of
balls from 1896 until 1937. Rex presented
his annual receptions here for 27 years. The
krewes of Olympians, Athenians, Mystery,
Osiris, Mystic, Harlequins, and Prophets of
Persia presented their first balls here. Twelfth
Night Revelers, Momus, Proteus, Atlanteans, Oberon, Nereus, and Mithras also used
the Athenaeum.”
Its historic importance was emphasized
in a description of the hall by the Historic
American Buildings Survey, circa 1935:
“The Atheneaum (sic) has seen the parade
of Carnival kings and queens the celebrities of the French Opera, philharmonic
concerts, lectures and club conventions in

Interior of Athenaeum, Southeast Architectural Archive, Special Collections Division, Tulane University Libraries.

Postcard depicts the Athenaeum and Jersusalem Shrine Temple.

the years since it was constructed in 1907.
The Atheneaum (sic) was the city’s original
auditorium and there was no better place in
New Orleans for Carnival Balls to reign in
a riot of color, a profusion of masks and a
depth of balloons.”
The survey also noted; “When the
French Opera House burned, the season was
finished in the Atheneaum (sic) without loss
of prestige or enchantment. The operas were
as charming in the Atheeneaum(sic) as in the
French Opera House.”
So what happened to the “new” Athenaeum touted as resistant to flame when it
first bowed in 1907? Believe it or not, it was
also destroyed in yet another fire on Jan. 11,
1937.
According to a Times-Picayune article
that followed the fire, “Every stratum of
local society at times had strutted or shouted
or booed or sat in rapt attention in that
auditorium. There are other buildings here

which can share some of these memories,
but there is no other structure which can
recall so many or of such infinite variety.”
After the fire, the YMHA chose to only
refurbish the rear of the building (1634 Clio
Street) that included the clubrooms, library,
gymnasium and natatorium. The auditorium was fully demolished in 1939. In the
early 1950s the YMHA sold the Clio Street
property for $25,000 and with an additional
$50,000 they purchased the now-closed
Jewish Home for Widows and Orphans
at Peters (now Jefferson) and St. Charles
Avenue.
The Jewish community spent another
$200,000 on the structure, making muchneeded renovations and also built a large
swimming pool. Once the building was remodeled the group chartered and re-branded
the structure. It was then referred to as the
Jewish Community Center of Greater New
Orleans.
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Trestman returns home to launch book on Margolin

M

Marlene Trestman

arlene Trestman returned
to her hometown of New
Orleans to help launch the
release of her biography,
“Fair Labor Lawyer: The Remarkable Life
of New Deal Attorney and Supreme Court
Advocate Bessie Margolin.” Concurrently she will be recognized by the Jewish
Children’s Regional Service (JCRS) at its
annual gala on Saturday, March 5.
Margolin was originally born in Brooklyn, but within two years her parents had
moved to Memphis. In 1912 her mother
died of cancer. Classified as a “halforphan,” Margolin, along with a younger
brother, spent her formative years at the
Jewish Orphans Home in New Orleans.
She eventually graduated from Isidore
Newman in 1925 before accepting a
scholarship to Newcomb College, transferring to Tulane University and graduating
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from the School of Law.
She was second in her
law class and was the
first woman elected to the
Order of Coif, a prestigious honor society only
open to top law school
graduates.
More than 40 years
ago Trestman was introduced by a fellow New
Orleanian to the established veteran attorney
Margolin. After that
initial meeting, Margolin
befriended and mentored
Trestman. They shared
many of the same life
experiences such as the loss of a parent in
childhood, Isidore Newman School, and
studying the law. Additionally the two

also shared a common
love of New Orleans.
“She wasn’t born in New
Orleans, but it was clearly
her hometown,” beamed
Trestman. “I share that
feeling – I’m a New Orleans girl too.”
Published by LSU
Press, Fair Labor Lawyer examines the many
years Margolin became
the first woman attorney
working at the Tennessee
Valley Authority during
the Roosevelt administration as part of FDR’s New
Deal. Its major focus is on
her work at the Labor Department and her
participation as part of the prosecution of
war criminals at the Nuremberg Trials.

crescentcityjewishnews.com

MARCH 2016

Polsky abruptly announces departure
BY ALAN SMASON

R

abbi David Polsky, the spiritual leader of Congregation Anshe Sfard, the only non-Chabad
Orthodox synagogue still located in Orleans
Parish, announced in a newsletter yesterday his
intention to step
down from his
pulpit when his
current contract
expires on July 31.
Polsky’s announcement follows
on the heels of a
similar letter drafted
by Rabbi Ethan
Linden of Shir
Chadash Conservative Congregation,
acknowledging his
plans to accept the position of director of Camp Ramah in the
Berkshires. With the search still on to replace Rabbi Ed Paul
Cohn at Temple Sinai, three area pulpits will be in play over
the course of the next several months.

In a praiseworthy open letter to his congregation, Polsky
spoke glowingly of how he and his wife Mindy had been
warmly welcomed to New Orleans four and a half years ago,
as he sought to assume his first pulpit.
He referred to the supportive nature of the synagogue
and in general how much he enjoyed being a part of the New
Orleans rabbinic leadership. Things changed, he explained,
when he and his wife welcomed the first of their two children.
“We began to realize how challenging it is to raise children
without family support,” Polsky wrote. “Many of us have
heard the aphorism, ‘it takes a village to raise a child.’ I don’t
know whether it really should take a village, and different
families have their own unique needs. I can say, however, that
that raising children without an additional support structure
has been difficult for us.”
Polsky went on to praise the synagogue leadership, beginning with former president Ben Berman and continuing with
current president Gary Remer. In particular, the rabbi thanked
Remer and the synagogue for understanding what Polsky
termed an “unprecedented” month-long unpaid paternity
leave as he and his wife welcomed their second child into the
family.
After several trips to the Detroit area, where most of his
wife’s family lives, it became obvious to Polsky that the support they could received from
family there would make a
substantial difference.
“As fun and fulfilling as
it is to live in New Orleans,
we’ve realized that we have
to make sacrifices for our

children. And that nothing replaces family,” Polsky continued.
“We have therefore made the difficult decision to move to
Southfield, Mich. in Aug, after my contract ends.”
Remer said he and congregation members will be sorry
to see the Polskys leave. He credited the rabbi with a number
of innovative programs, such as programming for young
professionals on Friday nights, and said he performed well as
a pulpit rabbi to Anshe Sfard as well as for many observant
visitors to the city.
Remer said that a search committee is already in place,
which will be charged with the responsibility of finding an
observant Orthodox rabbi who will fulfill the ritual functions
of the synagogue such as leining (reading the Torah), leading
the davening (praying) during services, counseling congregation members and visiting the sick.
“We’re going to be conducting a search so that our goal
is to have someone in place by the time he leaves,” Remer
said. “It might be someone for a year or two or, if we’re lucky
enough, to find someone permanent.”
The first of the candidates, Rabbi Garth Silberstein, of
Yeshivat Chovevei Torah (YCT) of Riverdale, N.Y., will be returning to New Orleans on March 12 to meet with congregation members. Silberstein, who is receiving his smicha at YCT,
had filled in for Polsky during his month-long paternity break.
Berman, who oversaw the search committee that brought
Polsky to New Orleans, also expressed regret that Polsky
would be leaving, especially after having been so much a part
of the synagogue and the New Orleans Jewish community for
the past half decade.
When contacted by the CCJN, Polsky declined to offer any
additional comments.

JCC Adloyadah attracts
healthy crowd
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T

he Uptown Jewish Community Center hosted the annual
community-wide Adloyadah Purim
Festival for four hours in its rear

field.
In addition to colorful inflatable rides and
slides designed for the younger set, ample
popular music filled the air while delicious
delicatessen food from Kosher Cajun, waffles
from Waffles on Maple and even frigid and
tasty snowballs from Williams-Plum Street
Snowballs were served to the hungry crowd.
Then there were the hamantaschen of
all varieties including the very popular traditional dough types filled with mun (poppy
seed) as well as fruit varieties like apricot,
raspberry and prune.
Children were entitled to unlimited play
on the inflatable rides for one low price
and several local Jewish institutions like the

The JCC playground was transformed into a
colorful inflatable world of fun rides at the 2016
Adloyadah festival. (Photo by Alan Smason)

Greater New Orleans Chapter of Hadassah,
Jewish Children’s Regional Service and local
synagogues like Shir Chadash Conservative
Congregation offered games for kids to play.
Children were encouraged to wear costumes throughout the event.
This Adloyadah festival was held a week
earlier than usual because the Limmudfest
New Orleans events were already scheduled.
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JCRS’s Jewish Roots of Celebration attracts 450

T

he Grand Ballroom of the Hyatt Regency was
filled with more than 450 supporters of the Jewish Children’s Regional Services at its gala last
Friday night, March 5. The event titled Jewish
Roots of Celebration: Friends|Family|Frolic|Feast” lived
up to its name in every way.
Panorama Jazz Band discreetly played music during
an hourlong cocktail hour, while guests congregated in
anticipation of a program intended to highlight the many
varied charitable programs encompassed by JCRS.
Friends and family enjoyed a festive meal catered
by five well-known executive chefs and overseen by the
Hyatt Regency’s own Eric Damidot. Hors d’oeuvres of
duck ragu, whitefish spread, mushroom kugel and latkes
were first provided by Chef Nathaniel Zimet of Boucherie
Restaurant.
Chef Alon Shaya of Shaya Restaurant offered appetizers of his famous hummus, seared brussel sprouts, beets
laneh, lutenitsah and tabouleh for the first course on each
table.
Entrees of beef brisket with kasha varnishkes and
Shabazi Chicken were presented by Chef David Slater of
Emeril’s Restaurant and Chef Daniel Esses of The Three
Muses Restaurant, while Chef Tory McPhail of Commander’s Palace Restaurant provided a double chocolate
bread pudding for dessert.
The short program honored the Oscar J. Tolmas
Charitable Trust for providing significant contributions
to JCRS. Trustees Lisa Romano and Vincent Giardina

Oscar J. Tolmas Charitable Trustees Vincent Giardina and Lisa Romano
receive JCRS award from past president Leon Rittenberg III.

accepted the JCRS award designed by Judaica artist Gary
Rosenthal. Following a video showcasing his love for
horse racing and business success, each spoke briefly on
Tolmas, who died in 2013, and his legacy.
JCRS executive director Ned Goldberg presented the
other award of the night to attorney and newly minted
author Marlene Trestman, a former recipient of JCRS
assistance, who was launching the sales of her new book
on Bessie Margolin, Fair Labor Lawyer. Margolin, a
legendary female attorney and a former resident of the

Seated are Bonnie Lustig, Rachel Fried, & Joan Smiley. At rear from
left are Terrance Perkins, Jonah Buchwald, executive director Ned
Goldberg & Cindy Solomon.

Jewish Orphans Home, the predecessor of JCRS, was a
mentor, friend and advisor to Trestman for more than
four decades.
A silent auction to benefit JCRS was held with many
donated items intended to raise funds for the many varied
programs the nation’s oldest children’s charity offers.
These include summer camperships for Jewish overnight
camps as well as the promotion of the P J Library and its
young readers program.

Limmud finishes three-day run at GOP, Tulane

L

immud Festival New Orleans organizers planned
extremely well and the results showed that more
than 400 participants had enjoyed three days of
prayer, meditation and study under its so-called
“big tent” of Jewish learning.
Friday night and Saturday morning, the Limmud team
facilitated prayer services for Reform, Conservative and
Orthodox worship at Congregation Gates of Prayer in
Metairie, while all of Sunday’s activities occurred at the
Lavin-Bernick Center on the Tulane University campus.
This was the fourth Limmud presentation held in New
Orleans, which was the smallest city chosen to participate
when it began in 2010. Organizers have held successive
biennial events in 2012 and 2014, when it was expanded
to include worship services over Friday night and Saturday morning.
Participants who wanted to walk to Gates of Prayer in
accordance with their observance of Shabbat were housed
by volunteers in Metairie, and coordinated through Limmud organizers.
All told, 90 presentations divided among 12 different
tracts were held over the two day periods from topics
such as history, Israel, social justice, family, food and
contemporary Jewish life.
Chef Andy Adelman headed up the responsibility of
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Anamaria Villamarin-Lupin, center, speaks about her Jewish identity in a panel with Marian Moore, left, and Cheryl Timmins on racial diversity in
American Jewish communities titled “You Don’t Look Jewish.” (Photo by Alan Smason)

providing a meat meal on Friday night and a dairy meal
for Saturday. Meals were catered by Hillel’s Kitchen on

Sunday and snacks were provided throughout the two
afternoon sessions on Saturday and Sunday.
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Hymel performance raised funds for Temple Sinai

B

rian Hymel, a rising star in the international
opera world with an established repertoire at the
Metropolitan Opera in New York, headlined a
concert titled “Love Infinite” at Temple Sinai on
Sunday, March 13.
Appearing with his wife, acclaimed Greek soprano Irini Kyriakidou, Hymel helped raise funds for the recently
instituted Rabbi Edward Paul Cohn Rabbi Emeritus Chair
and Cantor Colman Concert Fund at the Reform temple.
Hymel is a native New Orleanian. He graduated from
Jesuit High School and the New Orleans Center for the
Creative Arts before he embarked on his college career at
Loyola University.
Hymel said that both Cohn and Colman approached
him about taking part in the fundraiser. “I used to sing at
Temple Sinai as a part of the High Holidays ensemble,”

Famed tenor Bryan Hymel, appeared in “Love Infinite” at Temple Sinai
on March 13. (Photo courtesy Bryan Hymel)

he recalled. “I gave a recital at Temple Sinai in July of
2005, right before Katrina.”
The tenor commented that the sanctuary is a great
acoustic hall. “It is a beautiful sanctuary,” he said, “and
it’s a great place to come back and sing. Plus it can hold a
lot of people.”
Hymel had two halves to the concert – the first was
entirely in French. Both he and his wife sang a number
of duets and arias from operas like Hector Berlioz’s “La
Damnation de Faust” (“The Damnation of Faust”)
and “Les Troyens” (“The Trojans”). The second half was
only Italian selections.
Tickets for the concert were $35 for general admission
or at a patron level of $150 which included priority seating and a post-performance reception with the couple.
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Touro Synagogue holds 25th Annual Jazz Fest Shabbat
BY ALAN SMASON AND RACHAEL SACKS

M

arking its 25th consecutive
year, Touro Synagogue’s
Jazz Fest Shabbat proved to
be a spiritual and popular
haven for both regular Reform worshippers and attendees of the music festival
marred by unrelenting rainstorms in its final days. Jon Cleary, the latest New Orleanian to receive a Grammy Award, for last
year’s “Go Go Juice” (Best Regional Blues
Root Album), and his backing group the
Absolute Monster Gentlemen, performed
to the delight of the crowd on the evening
of April 29.
Prior to the opening of the doors at
6:50 p.m., a line spilled from the synagogue’s front door and snaked around the
block for more than an hour prior to the
7:30 slated start. After a brief welcome by
Rabbi Alexis Berk, who reminded everyone to get into the mood of a worship service rather than a concert, Cantor David
Mintz took the lead with his magnificent
voice backed by the Panorama Jazz Band
and the Touro Synagogue Choir.
Assistant Rabbi Todd Silverman made
his first appearance at a Jazz Fest Shabbat,
while pianist Adam Matasar and standup bassist Josh Gouzy returned. Terry
Maddox served again as music director,
conducting the choir and working with the
other musicians to back the clergy.
During the service Mintz introduced
two new pieces of liturgical music specially commissioned for this year’s Jazz
Fest Shabbat. These were the Hashkiveinu
(“Spread over Us Your Shelter of Peace”)
written by Toby Singer and the Ya Ana
Emtz’acha composed by Dan Nichols

and arranged by Singer. An arrangement
of L’chu N’ran’na (“Come Let Us Sing
Joyously to Adonai» - Psalm 95) commissioned by Touro Synagogue with music
by Yoel Sykes and arranged by Singer also
returned this year.
When it came time to interrupt the
service and introduce Cleary and his band,
Mintz mused about his personal connection to the music. When he was a cantorial
student interviewing for the job at Touro,
several of the members of the synagogue
insisted on taking him out to hear “real
New Orleans music.” He was tired, he
recalled, but he went along and they ended
up at the Maple Leaf Bar. “The act I saw
that night, I am proud to say, is the same
group we have for our 25th anniversary
Jazz Fest Shabbat,” Mintz announced to
the roar of the crowd.
Consisting of guitarist Derwin “Big
D” Perkins, electric bassist Cornell C.
“Nell” Williams and drummer Alex
Joseph “A.J.” Hall, the Absolute Monster
Gentlemen, led by Cleary on keyboard,
began with Professor Longhair’s iconic
“Tipitina.”
Following the group’s 20-minute performance, the Touro Synagogue clergy returned the worshippers to reverence with
concluding prayers before inviting Cleary
and the band back up to lead the Adon
Olam to the tune of “When the Saints Go
Marching In.”
Earlier in the evening, 231 patrons of
the Jazz Fest Shabbat enjoyed a private
concert by Cleary and his band and a catered meal before being conducted to their
reserved seats in the sanctuary shortly
before the service began.
The Jazz Fest Shabbat Committee, con-

British-born pianist Jon Cleary at the 25th annual Jazz Fest Shabbat at Touro Synagogue. (Photos by Alan
Smason)

“Big D” Perkins and “Nell” Williams, center, back up keyboardist Jon Cleary.

sisting of more than a dozen volunteers
including executive director Kerry Tapia
and president Susan Good, was co-chaired
this year by John Antonucci and Aaron
Ahlquist.
The first Jazz Fest Shabbat was the
brainchild of Cantor Stephen Dubov of
blessed memory, who seized upon the
idea of incorporating the music of New
Orleans with regular worship services for
the enjoyment of visitors and residents
alike who were attending the New Orleans
Jazz Festival and Heritage Fair. The New
Orleans Klezmer All Stars, a group led by
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clarinetist Ben Schenck at the time, were
featured at that first event. Schenck is now
the leader of the Panorama Jazz Band.
Over the past quarter of a century, the
Jazz Fest Shabbat has featured some of
the greatest talents from the Crescent City
including the late Allen Toussaint, Irma
Thomas, Kermit Ruffins, the Preservation
Hall Jazz Band, John Boutté and New
Orleans style pianist Marcia Ball.
Immediately following the service,
attendees were invited inside the Jacobs
Social Hall for an Oneg Shabbat sponsored by the Touro Synagogue Choir.
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JEF’s Annual Event celebrates honorees

Wendy Goldberg accepts her Helen A. Mervis Jewish Professional Award.

Federation president Dr. Edward Soll presents the Tzedakah Award to Betty Meyers. (Photos by Gary Michael
Smith)

BY GARY MICHAEL SMITH

T

he Jewish Endowment Foundation of Louisiana honored several
exceptional members of the New
Orleans Jewish community at
its Annual Event on Sunday, April 17 at
the Westin Canal Place in downtown New
Orleans.
JEF Executive Director Sandy Levy presented the Young Family Award for Professional Excellence to James Spiro. This award
is given for demonstrating extraordinary
concern for the needs of the New Orleans
Jewish community through wise counsel.
As a fully licensed investment professional for over 30 years, Spiro is a managing
director with Morgan Stanley. He has also
served as a member of the Jewish Endowment Foundation of Louisiana’s Board of
Directors since 2010, and currently serves as
vice chair of JEF’s Investment Committee.
On accepting the award, Spiro reminisced: “When I was asked to join JEF I said
sure, and it has turned out to be a wonderful
experience, seeing people I’ve known and
meeting new people I should have known.
And when coming to events such as this, I’m
reminded that the food is quite good.
“When I was a kid growing up, my dad
was a family physician so was in and out,
and we didn’t always eat together. But we
always made the effort to have breakfast as
a family. My mother loved smoked salmon,
and so when it was $2.99 to $4.99 a pound,
we had it with coffee and scrambled eggs.
When it was $10.99 a pound, we just had
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scrambled eggs.”
Edward Soll, the president of Jewish Federation of Greater New Orleans presented
the Tzedakah Award to Betty Meyers, which
is given for unselfish, meaningful service to
the community, especially to and through
JEF.
Meyers’ involvement with the New
Orleans Jewish community began when she
joined the Lemann-Stern Young Leadership Program. She and her family have
had a long association with charitable and
philanthropic work in the State of Israel. She
annually sponsors the former Betty and Phillip Meyers Leadership Development Alumni
Event program, which is now known as
the Katz-Phillips Leadership Development
Program.
“Yesterday is history, tomorrow is a mystery, today is the present. And a present is
a gift, so let’s be grateful and use it wisely.”
Meyers offered in accepting her award. She
ended with a final wish: “May all your pains
be champagne.”
The Helen A. Mervis Jewish Community
Professional Award was presented to Wendy
Goldberg, associate director of the New
Orleans Jewish Community Center.
Born in Brooklyn and raised on Long
Island, Goldberg came to New Orleans following graduation from the State University
of New York Buffalo State. She has spent
her entire career at the New Orleans JCC,
first as Young Judaea city director and later
as the camp director, the program director at
the Metairie campus, the assistant director
and obtained her current appointment in

2011. With the help of a JCC Association
Graduate Education Scholarship, Goldberg
achieved her Masters in Social Work degree
from Tulane University.
The keynote speaker was Mike Rogers, a
former U.S. representative from Michigan’s
8th Congressional District, who chaired the

powerful House Intelligence Committee and
served on the energy and commerce panel.
He is a noted authority on national security,
counterterrorism and cybersecurity.
Currently the host of “Something to
Think About with Mike Rogers” on Westwood One, he is also a former member of
the U.S. Army and an FBI special agent.
In addition, Rogers is a Distinguished
Fellow at the prestigious Hudson Institute
and serves on the Board of Trustees at the
Center for the Study of the Presidency and
Congress.
Rogers spoke about coming up through
the ranks from the FBI to Congress. Many
of his anecdotes regarded military intelligence gathering in his work as chair of
the House Intelligence Committee. Rogers
concluded with a discussion of the issue of
Iran joining the community of nations.
Following his talk, Rogers was asked to
give his take on the upcoming presidential
election, offering, “My biggest fear is that
someone who’s running is going to win.”
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Fire devastates Beth Israel rabbinic home
BY ALAN SMASON

A

kitchen fire apparently sparked by a self-cleaning oven engulfed the Congregation Beth Israel rabbinic home late Tuesday afternoon, April 19, destroying its
contents.
Rabbi Gabriel Greenberg, his wife Abby and their two small children
were not inside the home at 4411 Cleary Ave. in Metairie when the blaze broke out
shortly before 4:30 p.m. The rabbi and the children were in the back yard when
the kitchen erupted in flames as Passover preparations were being made. Greenberg
called in the alarm and East Jefferson Consolidated Fire Department responders were
on the scene within minutes of the initial call, but by the time the fire was brought
under control, the home had suffered extensive damage from the blaze in addition to
significant heat, smoke and water damage.
Reports indicate that the fire spread quickly from the kitchen in the rear to the
front of the residence, generating enough heat to melt vinyl siding affixed to the
home. Fire officials estimated damages at $120,000 at the scene, but many of the
items lost or destroyed were of sentimental value and deemed irreplaceable.
Insurance adjusters have been on the scene and contractors are being consulted
to determine the extent of the damage. Bradley Bain, the president of the congregation, is cautiously optimistic that the residence can be restored, but no timetable has
been given yet on when the job might be completed. The question also remains as to
whether another nearby residence will be rented for the rabbi and his family during
this period.
While the Greenbergs have found temporary lodging for the upcoming Passover
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The destroyed residence of the Beth Israel rabbinic residence. (Photo by Alan Smason)

holiday, much of the chore of rebuilding and repairing has fallen upon Beth Israel’s
board of directors. Bain noted in an email message that rebuilding “will undoubtedly be a slow and painful process. While the extent of the damage has yet to be
fully assessed, we do know they will be temporarily uprooted and forever miss the
heirlooms, sentimental objects, and mementos consumed in today’s fire.”
In response to the immediate needs of the Greenberg family, an online fundraising account was established in their name. That campaign had already reached more
than $67,000 from approximately 880 donors.
Congregation Beth Israel is also accepting donations for the Greenberg family
through its own website.
In speaking to the CCJN via telephone, Bain noted that the Go Fund Me site was
not set up by the congregation and that it does carry an administrative fee in addition to a processing fee for each credit card transaction.
“We still have to pay a merchant processing fee to run a credit card, but that’s
still better than the five per cent that they are taking out for an administrative fee,”
he explained. “(As for) the money that is donated to Beth Israel, 100% of that
money would actually go to Rabbi Gabe and Abby.”
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Rabbi Linden prepares for new challenge at Camp Ramah
BY ALAN SMASON, EXCLUSIVE TO THE CCJN

W

ith approximately nine weeks left before he
leaves the Greater New Orleans area, Rabbi
Ethan Linden is preparing for his last Passover
season in New Orleans with mixed feelings.
He is looking forward to new challenges ahead, but reluctantly saying goodbye to a community he has helped to transform
for the past seven years.
Linden, the dynamic and ebullient spiritual leader of Shir
Chadash Conservative Congregation, officially accepted the
position of director of Camp Ramah in the Berkshires in Massachusetts a few weeks ago, after privately announcing last
year to synagogue officials and members of his intent to apply
for that position.
Linden leaves for the Berkshires after Shavuot in order to
begin the process of taking over the reins of leadership for the
camp located in Wingdale, NY.
The summer camping experience has been ingrained in
Linden for a long time. He came to Shir Chadash from a
similar-sized camp, Camp Ramah of New England, in 2009
and took on his first role as a senior pulpit rabbi. Linden
immediately made himself a vital member of the community
rabbinate. He proved to be an impressive and considerate
speaker and a valued teacher. But the allure of the lake waters
and hills associated with the outdoors and the Jewish camping
experience proved too attractive to the youthful rabbi.
“I loved being rabbi here at Shir Chadash,” he told the
CCJN in a telephone interview. “I loved the pulpit rabbinate, but the opportunity to be the director of a Ramah camp
doesn’t come up very often and it was an opportunity I didn’t
feel I could pass up.”

Indeed, his words are amplified by Rabbi Paul Resnick,
the current director of the camp, who is retiring after 28
years as camp director. Resnick came to Camp Ramah in the
Berkshires in 1987.
Resnick said he and his board are looking forward to
working with Linden in the coming months as he prepares
to begin his camp directorship for the first time next year. He
will be at the camp during its full session this year, which more
than 740 campers will attend. The campus includes a kosher
dining hall, swimming and aquatics at a freshwater lake and
several arenas and sports facilities.
Because of Linden’s work at Camp Ramah of New England, Resnick was already quite familiar with Linden. “I’ve
known Ethan and was very impressed with him and what he
was doing,” he said. “I remember him sitting at the table and
thinking he was incredibly competent and capable a decade
ago. I was certainly excited that he was one of the applicants.”
The winter headquarters for the camp is located in
Englewood, N.J. and Linden and his wife, Liba Kornfeld, are
looking forward to moving their family near there.
As to his work with others, Linden admits he is proud of
the interaction he has maintained with other Metairie Jewish
community leaders including Congregation Gates of Prayer
Rabbi Robert Loewy and present and past Congregation Beth
Israel leaders Rabbis Gabriel Greenberg and Uri Topolosky,
respectively.
Under his spiritual leadership, Shir Chadash has grown
over the last seven years, but in reflecting on his record, Linden is loath to take credit for anything.
“I am very proud of where the synagogue is today,”
Linden said. “That has less to do with me than the way the
community has grown and has been strengthened. In member-

Rabbi Ethan Linden with wife Liba Kornfeld at his invocation in 2009.
(Photo by Alan Smason)

ship, programming and in learning, I think the shul is in a very
strong place.”
The one area in which he will grudgingly accept credit is in
Jewish education and learning. Linden has been an instructor for the Melton School of Adult Jewish Learning since his
arrival and his regular weekly “lunch and learn” sessions and
Shabbat study sessions have all been well attended through
the years.
While things are winding down for the rabbi, he will have
a number of holiday-related activities to attend to in the coming weeks including the Yom Ha’Shoah, Yom Hazikaron and
Yom Ha’Atzmaut programs, all of which lead to Shavuot and
the time he will be saying goodbye to New Orleans and hello
to the Berkshires.

Rabbi Deborah Silver is new spiritual leader at Shir Chadash

S

hir Chadash
Conservative
Congregation
announced that
a contract has been
offered and accepted
by Rabbi Deborah
Silver to become its
first female rabbi and
to succeed Rabbi
Ethan Linden when
he assumes his new
duties at Camp Ramah
Rabbi Deborah Silver
in the Berkshires. The
announcement from
president Lisa Finkelstein follows an earlier unanimous
recommendation by the the Rabbinic Search Committee that
Silver be extended a contract.
The committee was formed when Rabbi Ethan Linden,
the spiritual leader of Shir Chadash, announced that he was
likely leaving due to his name being considered as the direc-
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tor of Camp Ramah in the Berkshires. Linden accepted that
position and leaves shortly after Shavuot.
According to Finkelstein, the recommendation for Silver
was based on a number of factors. Finkelstein said the committee had overwhelming positive feedback in the form of
congregational surveys the committee received following the
visit Silver made in late February. Second, there were Silver’s
“thoughtful and incisive responses” to a number of questions posed to her from the committee. Third, there was the
rabbi’s commitment to egalitarianism as manifested within
the Conservative movement.
The contract was approved by a vote of the entire congregation on Sunday, March 27.
Silver will become the first female Conservative rabbi
to lead Shir Chadash, which is the combined former Tikvat
Shalom and Congregation Chevra Thilim Conservative congregations. She would also be the first female Conservative
rabbi to lead any house of worship in the state.
Born in England, Silver was ordained by the Ziegler
School of Rabbinic Studies in Los Angeles in 2010 and
worked as the Assistant Rabbi at Adat Ari El, Valley Village

near North Hollywood, CA. She has been very involved
with theatre and her other interests include music, dance and
yoga.
She received a Master’s degree in Hebrew Studies from
Gonville and Caius College in Cambridge, England, and also
received a second Master’s degree in Theory and Practice
of Literary Translation from the University of Essex. While
focusing much of her efforts in theater, she also co-authored
“The Young Person’s Guide to Saving the Planet” released
by Virago Press in 1990. Silver also served as senior English
editor of the Oxford English-Hebrew Dictionary of Current
Usage.
Silver showed an aptitude for the law and subsequently
qualified as an attorney. She worked for Mishcon de Reya
in London for four years before taking a post at BPP Law
School, where she was hired as an associate professor, head
of legal research and deputy head of teacher training. She
was also very involved in the early Limmud movement,
which began in England and has since circumnavigated the
Jewish world.
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Obituaries are published at the discretion of
the CCJN and are free of charge. Obituaries are
a product of the editorial department and are
a story of a person’s life. Editorial policy may determine the length and content of an obituary.
**The Crescent City Jewish News regrets the
unintentional omission of the following obituary,
which should have run in our previous edition.
Former legal secretary Gertrude Beerman
passes away at 97

Gertrude Beerman

GERTRUDE
LIEBERMAN
BEERMAN, a
woman of extraordinary vitality and
exuberant loving
spirit died suddenly
on Sunday, May
17, 2015 at her
Metairie residence

at the age of 97.
Beerman’s first job was with Western Union
Telegraph Company. For many years she was a
legal secretary. Beerman was a lifetime and active

member of Congregation Beth Israel and was often seen at many of the synagogue’s activities. She
was a member of Hadassah, the National Council
of Jewish Women and ORT. Beerman believed in
giving of her time for charitable causes and was
one of the most beloved volunteers at the Ronald
McDonald House for 25 years. She also was a
volunteer at East Jefferson Hospital, where she
knitted caps and booties for newborns for many
years up until the time of her death. She was
admired and loved by everyone who knew her for
her sharp wit and warm personality. Paramount
above all, she loved her family and was always
doing for them.
Beerman was predeceased by her husband of
many years, David Beerman, in Oct. 1987. She
is survived by her daughters Elene “Lee” Blotner
(Joe), Diana Gorlin (Jack), Robin Beerman and
Adrian Leeds, eight grandchildren and two greatgrandchildren.
Graveside services were held on Tuesday,
May 19, 2015 at 3 p.m. in the (Old) Beth Israel
Cemetery, 4321 Frenchmen St. Rabbi Gabriel
Greenberg officiated. In lieu of flowers, memorials
are suggested to Congregation Beth Israel, 4004
West Esplanade Avenue, Metairie, LA; Hadassah
or the Jewish Regional Children’s Service.

Dorothy ‘Dot’ Shushan, community leader,
dead
DOROTHY “DOT” SHUSHAN, a wellknown community leader and volunteer, died
Dec. 2, 2015, at her New Orleans home following
a long illness.
She and her sister Sylvia were noted as having
married two brothers – Abraham Louis “A. L.”
and Shepherd “Shep” Shushan – and went from
bearing identical maiden names to identical married names. Dot Shushan was predeceased by her
husband “Shep” in 1981.
Shushan was associated with Reiner’s Fine
Jewelry Company located off Canal Street.
She is survived by her daughters Mathilda
“Mat” Berenson, Ronnie Shushan of Woodstock,
NY., Peggy Jo Kenning of Delray Beach, FL.;
sister-in-law Marjorie Shushan; five grandchildren
and four great-grandchildren.
A funeral was held, Friday, Dec. 4, at Touro
Synagogue, 4238 St. Charles Ave., at 2 p.m. Rabbi Alexis Berk officiated and interment followed
at Hebrew Rest Mausoleum, 2100 Pelopidas at
Frenchmen Streets.
Memorials were suggested to the Lighthouse
for the Blind, the New Orleans Museum of Art
or your favorite charity. Tharp-Sontheimer-Tharp

Funeral Home of Metairie was in charge of arrangements.

Vera Salomon Solodky, dead at 93 in PA
VERA SALOMON
SOLODKY, a former resident of New
Orleans who lived
most of her adult
life Lancaster, PA,
died on December
5, after a long illness
at Masonic Health
Vera Salomon Solodky
Care Center in
nearby Elizabethtown. She was 93.
Solodky spent her formative years in New Orleans where she graduated from Sophie B. Wright
High School in 1939, and then graduated from
the New Orleans Business School (Secretarial).
Her early claim to fame in New Orleans was singing on the radio, WWL, as a regularly featured
artist in the late 1930s and early 1940s. In 1944
she moved to Philadelphia after marrying Leonard
Solodky. The couple eventually settled and raised
a family in Lancaster.
A lifetime member of Hadassah, B’nai B’rith
International and the Lancaster Jewish Commu-

Stephen L. Sontheimer

Billy Henry
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nity Center, Solodky was a co-chair of the March
of Dimes campaign. She was a longtime member
of Temple Beth El and the Sisterhood’s Womens
Club.
Solodky was predeceased by her son, Stanley
Joel Solodky in 2004 and her former husband
Leonard Solodky in 2010. She is survived by her
daughter Marilyn S. Goldman Reichenthal (Jay)
of Livitz, PA; five grandchildren and five great
grandchildren.
She will be remembered for her sheer strength,
as a dedicated mother, especially after her son was
stricken with polio at age 7, in 1953. Solodky had
an uncommon warmth, an expansive laugh and
enjoyed telling old family stories. Gentle, kind and
generous, she was loved by all: family, friends,
neighbors, and the angels at Masonic Village who
cared for her along with her daughter and son-inlaw since January 2015.
Graveside services were held, Sunday, December 6, at Beth El Cemetery in Lititz, PA. Rabbis
Rami Pavolotzky and Daniela Szuster officiated.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions
were suggested to Temple Beth El 1836 Rohrerstown Rd. Lancaster, PA 17601.

Joan Levy Sheridan rites held
JOAN LEVY SHERIDAN, a retired administrative assistant who lived in New Orleans for the
past two decades, died peacefully in her sleep at
Canon Hospice on Friday, Dec. 11. She was 84.
Sheridan, a native of Chicago, worked for the
office of the Development Corporation for Israel
facilitating the sales of Israel bonds. She worked
and reported directly to the executive director,
coordinating his travel arrangements and correspondence.
Following her retirement, Sheridan moved to
New Orleans to take care of her elderly parents
and became a member of Touro Synagogue.
A graveside service was conducted by Cantor David Mintz on Wednesday, December 16,
2015, at 10:00 am in the Garden of Memories
Cemetery, 4900 Airline Hwy. Arrangements were
by Tharp-Sontheimer-Tharp Funeral Home of
Metairie. Memorial donations were suggested
to Jewish Family Service, 3300 W. Esplanade
Avenue, Metairie, La. 70002.

Clothing manufacturer Arnold ‘Jim’ Bennett
had private rites
ARNOLD JEROME BENNETT, 97, a clothing manufacturer, who was credited with sparking
and maintaining the fashion trend of bell-bottom
blue jeans in the 1960s and 1970s, died on Monday, Jan. 11, while in hospice care.
Known as “Jim” to his friends and family,
Bennett was employed throughout his lifetime
at his family business, B. Bennett Company, a
Central Business District manufacturer of casual
wear and work clothing.
Following his graduation from the Tulane
University School of Business in 1937, he was
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married to the former Teal Freedman, the older
sister of the famous Freedman triplets. When the
nation entered World War II, Bennett became an
officer, rising to the rank of captain while serving
as an ammunition supply officer in the 20th Army
Air Force in the Pacific theater of conflict. He saw
action on the islands of Guam and Saipan, where
he was stationed until the Japanese surrendered.
For his service, Bennett received the Asiatic Pacific
Campaign Medal along with three Bronze Stars.
After he returned to work and began raising
a family, Bennett was promoted to a buyer and
designer in addition to his managing the business.
Inspired by a low-waist, wide cuff pattern he
had observed in the Merchant Marines, Bennett
thought about instituting what became the bellbottom jean in 1967. He had noticed several of
the long-haired residents of the French Quarter
had slit their jeans and sewn additional material
in order to flare out their cuffs. His idea became
a fashion statement, which soon became a trend
and, eventually, was a craze, heavily marketed
under the name B. Bells. Bell bottom jeans, which
inspired a song by super group Derek and the
Dominos (“Bell Bottom Blues”) were so popular,
especially in the south, it was said that no selfrespecting high school or college student would
ever be without a pair for more than a decade.
Bennett rose within the company and served
as its president for several years prior to his retirement.
Bennett was president of the Touro Synagogue
Men’s Club for a two-year term of office and
promoted a friendly rivalry between Touro and
nearby Congregation Gates of Prayer, then located
only a few blocks away, in an annual basketball
competition. Bennett was an active member of
the Audubon Golf Club and played the sport
regularly until his most recent decade.
Bennett was married to his wife for 67 years
until her death in 2004. He is survived by a sister,
Evelyn Bennett; a daughter, Macky Bennett of
Denver, CO.; a son, Dan Bennett of Jackson Hole,
WY.; three grandchildren, four great-grandchildren; and a companion, Betty Fishman.
Private memorial services were held on,
Wednesday, January 13, at Lambeth House.

New Orleans Music Exchange owner Jimmy
Glickman dies
JIMMY GLICKMAN, the convivial owner of
the New Orleans Music Exchange, an independent music equipment and accessories store, died
suddenly on Jan. 14, 2016. He was 52.
Located at the corner of Magazine Street
and Louisiana Avenue, the store was a gathering
point for musicians across town, who looked to
Glickman and his staff for advice and good value
for their musical needs. The New Orleans Music
Exchange frequently garnered top awards for best
music store from local publications that cater to
the music industry such as Offbeat Magazine.
Noted for his bald pate, Glickman served on

a number of boards dealing with supporting the
local music community including the Tipitina’s
Foundation and the New Orleans Musicians
Clinic.” He was always supportive of musicians
and super, super generous,” said Bethany Bultman, who chairs the clinic that provides medical
assistance to musicians who cannot afford care.
He was a longtime sponsor of the annual
Touro Synagogue Jazz Fest Shabbat and donated
equipment for several other fund-raising events
in the past such as Instruments A’Comin for the
Tipitina’s Foundation.
Glickman, was an active member of Touro
Synagogue, and is survived by his two former
wives Patricia and Simone and his children Jonathan and Nicole.
He is also survived by his parents Bonnie and
Mickey Glickman of Chicago in addition to his
two brothers Michael of Chicago and Dr. Steven
Glickman, who lives outside of Denver.
A memorial service was held Sunday, Jan. 17
at 1 p.m. at Touro Synagogue, 4238 St. Charles
Avenue. Interment followed in Chicago, the city
of his birth.

Dr. Sidney Antin, internist, dead at 91
SIDNEY H. ANTIN, M.D., a retired internist
who had a successful medical practice for over
50 years, died on Thursday Jan. 14, 2016, after a
lengthy illness. He was 91.
A New Orleans native, he graduated from
Louisiana State University Medical School in
1946, following his service with the U. S. armed
forces. Dr. Antin was associated with Methodist
Hospital during his career and was remembered
as having made house calls back in the day. He
also served as the store doctor for Krauss Department Store.
Dr. Antin grew up as a member of Congregation Beth Israel, but was a member of Temple
Sinai during the years he raised his family and,
later, became affiliated with Congregation Gates
of Prayer.
Dr. Antin was predeceased by his wife, Janice
Loeb Antin of blessed memory. He is survived by
his daughter Judy Antin (Irwin Lachoff), and sons
Robert Antin (Robin) and Jonathan Antin (Suzan), a sister, Doris Esko, and five grandchildren.
A graveside Service was held on Sunday,
January 17, 2016 at 11:00 am at Hebrew Rest
Cementery No. 3, at Frenchmen and Pelopidas Streets. Rabbi Robert Loewy officiated
with assistance from Rabbi Gabriel Greenberg.
Arrangements were by Tharp Sontheimer
Tharp, 1600 N. Causeway Blvd.

Judy Cohen, wife and mother, passes away
at 72
JUDITH CLARE COHEN, a wife and
mother, died Friday, January 15, 2016, at the age
of 72.
Cohen was a graduate of Fortier High School
and matriculated to Louisiana State University

at New Orleans, where she received a bachelor’s
degree in sociology.
She is survived by her husband, Dr. Gerald
Cohen, children Jane Cohen Alexander (Chuck)
and Jeffrey Brandt Cohen (Izzi) and four grandchildren.
A graveside service was held at 3:30 p.m. at
Metairie Cemetery on Sunday, Jan. 17. Rabbi
Alexis Berk officiated.
Lakelawn Metairie Funeral Home was in
charge of funeral arrangements.

Samson ‘Sam’ Breen, civil servant, expired
at 65
SAMSON “SAM” BREEN, 65, a lawyer who
spent most of his career working for state government, died on Jan. 13.
A native of Mandeville, Breen graduated
from Mandeville High School as salutatorian and
was selected by his classmates as “Most Likely
to Succeed.” An avid sports fan, he followed the
career of “Pistol” Pete Maravich and attended
Louisiana State University in order to watch him
play. He became active in student government
and was elected as vice-president of the Student
Body. Breen also served as editor of the Daily
Reville, the student newspaper and was a member
of Omicron Delta Kappa fraternity. He graduated
from the LSU School of Law.
Breen worked briefly for Fidelity Bank before
returning to his alma mater to accept the position
of head of the Government Services Institute. In
1986 he moved from LSU to become a member of
the third Edwin Edwards administration. While
associated with the Division of Administration
for the Governor’s Office, Breen instituted the
Comprehensive Public Training Program (CPTP),
which became a nationwide model for the training of government service workers.
He was the first State Training Director and
served six governors in that capacity, retiring in
2008. The programs Breen founded made him
one of the most respected of state civil servants in
the country. He was one of the founding members
of the National Consortium of State Training and
was honored with the prestigious Charles Dunbar
Civil Service Career Service Award.
Breen also served as president of the National
Consortium of State Training Directors. He was
the first recipient of the highest award given by
the National Consortium for lifetime achievement.
Known for his brilliant mind, Breen also
possessed an exceptional memory of sports
history. He was an inveterate poker player, who
loved playing cards with family and friends. He
especially enjoyed traveling across the country in
his “See the USA in your Chevrolet” automobile.
He made burgers with a secret ingredient that
he never revealed to anyone. He passed his love
of his Jewish religion on to his family members,
always reminding everyone of the importance of
doing “mitzvahs,” even when he was very sick.
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He is survived by his wife of 40 years, Jan
Rhorer Breen, his children Rachel Breen Everaard
(Kent) and Leah Breen Houk (Rick), his brothers
Gary Breen (Laurie) and Norman Breen and two
grandchildren.
A memorial service was held at Rabenhorst
Funeral Home, 825 Government Street in Baton
Rouge, on Friday, Jan. 15 at 9:00 a.m. Burial
followed immediately in the Jewish Cemetery on
North Street.
In lieu of flowers, donations were suggested
to the Chabad Center of Metairie, 4141 West
Esplanade Avenue, Metairie, LA 70002, or St.
Joseph’s Academy, 3015 Broussard St., Baton
Rouge, LA 70808.

Businessman Alvin Halpern passed away
ALVIN K. HALPERN, a successful native
New Orleans businessman died Sunday, Jan. 17,
2016 at Ochsner Foundation Hospital. He was
85.
Halpern founded his own New Orleansbased business, Halpern’s Fabrics, with as many
as 52 stores located across the Southeast U.S.
from Atlanta to Houston and from Pensacola to
Memphis. He later closed that enterprise and in
1977 began a prototype furniture store, Halpern’s
The Home Furnishings Store & Café. Beginning as a prototype store for Swedish furniture
company IKEA, the new concept store eventually
became one of New Orleans’ top furniture retail
outlet and began manufacturing furniture as well.
Halpern purchased the former Coca-Cola bottling
plant on South Jefferson Davis and converted
it into a massive manufacturing plant for his
furniture needs.
He was a former member of the board of The
Greater New Orleans Tourism and Convention
Commission (now the New Orleans Convention
and Visitors Bureau) and was an original member
and founder of the New Orleans Tourism and
Marketing Corporation. Halpern also founded
the Louisiana Tax Free program, drafting the
language that eventually became the basis for
the legislation that created it. He was considered
a major player with Festival Productions and a
study that directly led to the creation of the Essence Music Festival.
Halpern and his wife, the former Theone
Milman, also opened the Prytania Park Hotel in
1982, a 62-room boutique hotel featuring a European style courtyard, they operated together.
He was a member of the New Orleans Young
Presidents since he was 30 and transitioned to the
World Presidents Organizations in his late 60s.
He was still an active member at the time of his
passing.
Halpern was an Eagle Scout and was a
graduate of Tulane University in 1951. During
the Korean conflict, he served as an Air Force
sergeant and was stationed in Albuquerque, N.M.
He was a longtime member of Touro Synagogue
and more recently affiliated with Congregation

Gates of Prayer.
In addition to his wife, he is survived by children Jenifer Halpern, Doriane Schulman (Jack),
Edward Halpern (Joelle); siblings Sandra Pailet,
Elliot Halpern (Linda) and Herbert Halpern
(Jackie Bishop); five grandchildren and one greatgrandson.
Funeral services were held at Congregation
Gates of Prayer synagogue, 4000 W. Esplanade
Avenue, on Wednesday, Jan. 20, 2015 at 2 p.m.
Rabbi Robert Loewy officiated, with interment
following thereafter in Gates of Prayer Cemetery
(Joseph Street).
Tharp-Sontheimer-Tharp of Metairie was in
charge of arrangements.
Memorial donations were suggested to the
Ochsner Cancer Institute, where Alvin was a
patient in the Hematology Department.

Robert Yuspeh, Sr., businessman succumbs
at 79
ROBERT LOUIS YUSPEH, SR., a successful
businessman, peacefully passed away, surrounded
by family members on Sunday, Jan. 17, 2016. He
was 79.
He is survived by his wife of 55 years, Carolyn Steinberg Yuspeh, daughters Staci Yuspeh
Ferber (Doug), Jodi Yuspeh and Mindi Yuspeh,
his Georga Yuspeh Reiss (Leon) and two grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his son,
Robert Louis Yuspeh, Jr.
Although he was born in Tyler, TX. Yuspeh
was raised in New Orleans and always called it
home. A graduate of Fortier High School, he attended The University of Alabama before serving
in the United States Coast Guard. Yuspeh worked
at Wembley Tie Company for a quarter of a
century before embarking on a career as a realtor
specializing in commercial sales and leases.
He was also a co-owner of Raintree Essex, an
orthodontic specialties provider. Yuspeh served
on the boards of many charities including Willow
Wood, My House, Inc. and Feast of Friendship.
Funeral services were held at 11 a.m. on
Wednesday, Jan. 20, 2016 at Lake Lawn Metairie
Funeral Home and Cemeteries, 5100 Pontchartrain Blvd. Rabbi Ed Paul Cohn and Cantor Joel
Colman officiated.
In lieu of flowers, send donations to the charity of your choice.

Frances Kahn Insler buried in her native
Morgan City
FRANCES KAHN INSLER, who helped run
the Kahn Department Store in Morgan City, died
on Thursday, Jan. 21, 2016 in Pearl River. She
was 80.
A native of Morgan City, she worked for
many years at the department store owned by her
surviving brother Leon Kahn.
Beside her brother, she is survived by her three
children, Cheryl I. Ross (Roland) of Mandeville,
Marilyn Insler of Hammond and Stephen Nor-
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man Insler of Lafayette and two grandchildren.
Funeral services were conducted by Congregation Gates of Prayer Rabbi Robert Loewy at 11
a.m. on Monday, Jan. 25, 2016 at Twin City Funeral Home in Morgan City. Interment followed
in the Morgan City Cemetery.
Donations were suggested to the Gates of
Prayer Book Fund.

Mary Elaine Sallee graveside service conducted
MARY ELAINE SALLEE, a member of the
New Orleans community, died on Jan. 21. She
was 69.
Sallee was buried on Monday, Jan. 25, at
Jewish Burial Rites Cemetery, 4321 Frenchmen
Street, at 2 p.m.
Jewish Family Services helped make arrangements for the graveside service, which was conducted by Shir Chadash Conservative Congregation Rabbi Ethan Linden.

Marvin Smith dead at 73
MARVIN HERBERT SMITH, a native and
former resident of New Orleans, died in a Tampa
assisted-living facility after a battle with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) on Monday, Feb.
15. He was 73.
He attended Tulane University and the University of Mississippi (Ole Miss), and primarily
worked in retail management.
Smith was predeceased by his wife of 36
years, Leah Ball Smith, in 1999. He is survived by
his two sons Hal Smith (Dina), Sam Smith (Dr.
Amanda) and four grandchildren, all of Tampa,
and a sister Scynthia Donohue (David) of Dallas.
Graveside services were held on Friday,
February 19 at Temple Beth Sholom Cemetery,
901 Circus Blvd, Sarasota, FL. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions were suggested to
Team Gleason, P.O. Box 24493 New Orleans,
LA 70184, or to Congregation Mekor Shalom,
14005-A N. Dale Mabry Hwy, Tampa, FL 33618.

Florence Lohrman Braun lived to 104
FLORENCE LOHRMAN BRAUN, a
housewife and mother, passed away on Saturday
morning, Feb. 20, while surrounded by her family
and loved ones. She was 104.
Braun, a native of Omaha, NE, was preceded
in death by her husband of 40 years, William
Bernard Braun. She had been a recipient of care at
St. Anna’s at Lambeth House, a nursing facility.
She is survived by her children Brenda Braun
Moffitt (Michael) and William Jeffrey Braun
(Tricia) of Palm Harbor, FL., two grandchildren
and a sister, Jeanne Hecht of Madison, WI.
A memorial service was held on Tuesday, Feb.
23, at 2 p.m. in the chapel of Temple Sinai, 6227
St. Charles Avenue. Burial was private.
Arrangements were by Tharp-SontheimerTharp, 1600 N. Causeway Blvd.

Loan specialist Jerome Foreman laid to rest
JEROME FOREMAN, a specialist in
commercial loans in Metairie, died on Sunday
evening, Feb. 21, in Baton Rouge as a result of a
multiple-car accident in which he was struck and
killed as a pedestrian. He was 88.
A native of Brooklyn, Foreman had been a
New Orleans resident for the past 53 years. He
was a World War II veteran who, after landing
at Normandy, proudly served in the Third Army
commanded by General George S. Patton. Foreman was also a member of the military assigned
to work with the Allies at the Nuremberg Trials
following the end of hostilities.
Foreman was a member of Congregation
Gates of Prayer in Metairie.
He was predeceased by his wife of many
years, Catherine Clemente Foreman, in 2014. He
is survived by his children Randall K. Foreman
(Elizabeth), Saundra F. Katz (Geoffrey), Cassaundra M. Foreman, and Jacqueline A. F. Pottinger
(Austin) and 13 grandchildren.
Services were held at Tharp-SontheimerTharp Funeral Home, 1600 N. Causeway Blvd. at
43rd Street in Metairie on Sunday, Feb. 28, 2015
at 1 p.m. Rabbi Edward Paul Cohn officiated.
Interment was in Hebrew Rest Cemetery III,
Frenchmen at Pelopidas Street. In lieu of flowers,
memorials were suggested to the Salvation Army.

Former First National Bank CEO Ian Arnof
dies in CA
IAN ARNOF, the
former president
and CEO of First
National Bank of
Commerce, died
in Carmel, CA,
the community
to which he had
retired, on Feb. 27,
Ian Arnof
2016. He was 76.
Arnof was a longtime resident of New
Orleans and previously lived in his hometown
of McCrory, AR. He graduated from Vanderbilt
University and Harvard Business School. He
began his banking career at First Tennessee Bank
and was recruited to First National Bank of Commerce in New Orleans (First NBC) which he ran
as chairman, president & CEO before it was sold
to Bank One/Chase Bank. At the time of its sale,
the estimated worth of the holding company was
listed as $9.3 billion.
While associated with First NBC, Arnof was
very active socially and philanthropically on the
local scene, having served on several community
boards. He was especially concerned with improving economic development in the region as well
as expanding educational opportunities through
organizations like New Schools for New Orleans
and Teach for America.
Following his retirement, Arnof moved to
Carmel and joined the Community Hospital of
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the Monterey Peninsula (CHOMP) board and the
Big Sur Land Trust. He was involved with a number of and enjoyed supporting economic agencies
associated with colleges such as the Stanford Institute for Economic Policy Research (SIEPR) and
the Panetta Institute associated with Dominican
University in Marina, CA. He was also a member
of the board of directors of the Bank of the
Ozarks in Little Rock, AR. and was a member of
the Visiting Board of Xavier University.
Arnof was a member of Temple Sinai and
served on several boards that served the interests
of the Jewish community including Chairman of
the Jewish Endowment Fund.
He is survived by his three children Paige
Arnof-Fenn of Cambridge, MA; Ian Arnof of
Somerville, MA and Lindy Kearns of Washington,
D.C.; a sister, Ann Fishman of New York, and
four grandchildren.
In lieu of flowers, donations were suggested
to CHOMP.

Retired businessman Abraham Kupperman
dead at 96
ABRAHAM BERNARD KUPPERMAN, a
small business owner and leader in the Jewish
community, passed away on March 21, 2016 at
the age of 96, only two days before his birthday.

A native New Orleanian and first generation
American, Kupperman was born on South Rampart Street near Perdido Street, the fabled area
considered one of the birthplaces of jazz music.
After his father died when he was only six, he was
raised by his mother and an older sister.
Kupperman was the valedictorian at all three
of his graduating classes at Fortier High School,
Tulane University’s undergraduate class, and, at
the age of 21, his Tulane School of Law class.
He then served in the U.S. Army Air Corps as
second in command of an airbase in Freckleton,
England.
He returned to Louisiana at the end of the
war to help out in his family’s small furniture
business, becoming president of the business in
1948. The businesses ultimately grew to include
Levitan’s, Joy’s, Great Southern Wholesale Co.,
Best Way, United Liquidators, and Joy’s of Baton
Rouge. He sold the businesses in 1984 and for a
brief time went back to practicing law with the
Baldwin & Haspel firm. He became adept at investing and became a Certified Financial Planner.
He was a former member of many boards,
including the Anti-Defamation League, Touro
Infirmary, Pelican Homestead, and served as
president of both the Jewish Federation of Greater
New Orleans and the Jewish Community Center.

Kupperman is survived by his wife of 66
years, Jo-Ellyn Levy Kupperman; his sons Jeff
(Nancy) of Santa Barbara, California and Stephen
(Mara) of New Orleans; six grandchildren and
five great-grandchildren.
Graveside services were held on Tuesday,
March 22 at Hebrew Rest No. 3, Frenchman at
Pelopidas Streets at 3 p.m. Temple Sinai Rabbi
Edward P. Cohn officiated.
In lieu of flowers, memorials were suggested
to Temple Sinai, Touro Infirmary Foundation,
Jewish Community Center or the Jewish Federation of Greater New Orleans. Tharp-SontheimerTharp Funeral Home was in charge of arrangements.

many close calls both before and after the Nazis
invaded his homeland in which he narrowly
escaped death. Like his father, Sher was a tailor,
whose skills made him a valued tradesman to
both the Nazis and, later, the Soviet Red Army
soldier who captured him at war’s end.
Married in 1941 to his wife Rachel Israelowicz, both Shers were separated during the
Holocaust, but miraculously found each other
after the war ended. Sher’s three sisters and both
parents were killed at Treblinka death camp, but
his two brothers miraculously survived. After
living for a time in a displaced person’s camp, the
Shers were able to participate in a resettlement
program instituted by the United States. Using a
cousin, Leopard (“Lep”) Stahl of blessed memory
as a sponsor, the Shers were able to emigrate by
ship from Europe along with their toddler son
Martin in 1949.
When Sher landed in New Orleans that fateful day, he had a place to live and a job set up
for him at Harry Hyman Tailors. It was there he
plied his craft and eventually became manager of
the tailor shop that employed dozens of workers
manning Singer sewing machines. Sher’s excellent
work made him a favorite of local and nationally renowned performers such as Fats Domino,
Chubby Checker, Al Hirt, Chris Owens and

Retired tailor Joseph Sher died at 100

Joseph Sher

JOSEPH SHER, a
retired tailor and
the oldest Holocaust
survivor living in
New Orleans, died
early March 24 at
Lambeth House. He
was 100 years old.
Sher, who was
born in Krzepice,
Poland, described
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Elvis Presley. When Harry Hyman Tailors was
purchased by Murphy Rosenzweig, it became
Murphy the Tailor and Sher continued his work
as manager.
He was a founding member of the New
Americans Social Club and a longtime leader of
the community of survivors who chose to live
and raise their families in New Orleans. He was
the last of the New Orleans male Holocaust
survivors.
Sher was a member of Theodore Roosevelt
Masonic Lodge #415 and a leader of Congregation Anshe Sfard synagogue. He was also quite involved with the Holocaust Memorial Committee
that annually presents the Community-Wide Yom
Hashoah program at the JCC. Until he was too
sickly to perform last year, Sher would present the
Memorial Prayer (El Mole Rachamin) and helped
with the reading of the names of the New Orleans
survivors who had passed away by reciting the
Kaddish prayer in their memory and for the six
million souls who perished during the Holocaust.
Sher was married for 56 years before his wife
passed away in 1997. He is survived by his two
sons, Martin Sher (Donna) of Plano, Texas and
Leopold “Lee” Sher (Karen) and three grandchildren.
Despite the hardships and unspeakable horrors he witnessed, Sher was an irrepressible spirit
who worked hard, but enjoyed life and counseled
all who he met to “stay young!” He was fluent in
Polish and Yiddish and especially loved leading
prayer and participating in Hebrew worship at
Anshe Sfard.
Known as “Zaydie” to his family and later
to other community members, he was a patriotic
naturalized American citizen who praised the
United States for the opportunity it brought
him and whose favorite motto was “God bless
America!”
Sher addressed students of all ages for many
decades about his Holocaust experiences. He continually repeated the final admonition given him
by his mother: “You should tell the world what
happened to us so that no one will ever forget.”
A funeral was held in the sanctuary of Anshe
Sfard, 2230 Carondelet Street on Friday, March
25. At the service, Sher’s voice was heard reciting
the memorial prayer he recorded for the HolocaustSurvivors.org site, where his and other New
Orleans survivors’ stories can be found.
Burial followed immediately at Anshe Sfard
Cemetery, 4400 Elysian Fields Avenue. Rabbi
David Polsky officiated at the memorial and
graveside services.
In lieu of flowers, donations were suggested to
Congregation Anshe Sfard, The New Americans
Holocaust Memorial Fund at the Jewish Endowment Foundation, Shir Chadash Conservative
Congregation, and the United States Holocaust
Museum.
Tharp-Sontheimer-Tharp was in charge of
arrangements.

Tax preparer, long-term pancreatic cancer
survivor Joseph Balfour passes away
JOSEPH HANNON BALFOUR, a registered
tax preparer, passed away on Sunday, April 3,
2016.
Balfour, who had a tax preparation service
in Metairie, was registered through the Internal
Revenue Service.
Remarkably, Balfour was a rare pancreatic
cancer survivor for the past 16 years and was
actively involved with the Pancreatic Cancer
Action Network, the Lustgarden Foundation, and
Cancer Survivors of Baton Rouge. As a member
of these survivor networks, he counseled victims
stricken with pancreatic cancer and worked with
other survivors from across the country to answer
questions about pancreatic cancer survival. The
disease has one of the highest mortality rates
among cancers. Balfour hoped to help as many
other survivors as he could, so they would not
have to go through the recovery period alone.
Balfour was a member of Congregation Gates
of Prayer.
He is survived by his wife of 52 years, Myra
(née Strug) Balfour, a son, Bruce Balfour (Nan) of
San Antonio; a daughter, Wendy Balfour Lopes
(Kevin) of Mystic, Connecticut; a sister-in-law,
Robette Shurman (late Gary) and three grandchildren.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations
are preferred to the Pancreatic Cancer Action
Network.
Graveside services were conducted by Rabbi
Robert Loewy at Gates of Prayer Cemetery, 1412
Joseph Street, on Thursday, April 7, 2016 at
11 a.m.
Arrangements were by Tharp-SontheimerTharp Funeral Home, 1600 N. Causeway Blvd.,
Metairie.

Janet Lawent Blum dead in Milwaukee
JANET LAWENT BLUM, a housewife and
mother, died in Milwaukee, WI. on April 3, 2016.
She is survived by Laurie (Gary Margolis)
Blum.
Graveside services were held on Wednesday, April 6 at 10 a.m. at the Old Beth Israel
Cemetery, 4321 Frenchmen Street. Rabbi Gabriel
Greenberg conducted the service.
Memorial contributions to a charity of your
choice are appreciated.

Former River Oaks CEO Darryl Sue Morais
White succumbs to cancer
DARRYL SUE MORAIS WHITE, a New
Orleans native and the former CEO and director
of nursing at River Oaks Psychiatric Hospital,
passed away on April 5, 2016, after an epic eightyear battle with cancer. She was 71.
White was described by all who knew her
as a tireless worker and a woman who enjoyed
assorted activities. Her varied pursuits included
playing Mah Jongg socializing with her friends,
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and traveling. She treasured the time she spent
with her family, specifically with her grandchildren. She was marked by a positive spirit, a
sharp wit and an enviable capacity to live life to
its fullest.
A graduate of Isidore Newman School, White
attended Washington University in St. Louis,
where she met art student Leonard Louis White
on a blind date. After a brief courtship, the two
were married in New Orleans in September of
1965 in a candlelight ceremony necessitated by a
lack of power following the passage and destruction of Hurricane Betsy.
After years as director of nursing, she became
CEO at River Oaks Hospital for 18 years, retiring in 2004. It was the next year that another
major hurricane, Katrina, uprooted her family
from their Uptown home. The Whites moved to
Covington, where she enjoyed her retirement to
the fullest, hosting river-view front porch gatherings with neighbors and becoming active in the
North Shore community. She became a member
of several Mah Jongg groups, a knitting club and
affiliated with the Northshore Jewish Congregation.
White’s struggle to fight cancer was one she
ultimately shared with her daughter, Ashley
Morais White-Samuels. The Whites purchased a
second home in Savannah to be near their daughter and spent a considerable time there while
their daughter waged her own battle with ovarian
cancer. White gave her daughter the inspirational
message to never allow her illness to get in the
way of enjoying life; she died in 2013.
Preceded in death by her daughter, White is
survived by her husband of 50 years, Leonard
Louis White; her son Jason Aaron White (Christine), her son-in-law Scott Samuels; her brother
Lee Morais (Nancy) and three grandchildren.
Graveside services were held on Friday, April
8 at 1:00 p.m. at Hebrew Rest Cemetery No. 3
Mausoleum, 2100 Pelopidas Street at Frenchmen
Street. Cantor David Mintz officiated. In lieu of
flowers, please consider a donation to the Ashley
Samuels Children’s and Youth Activity Fund or
the New Orleans JCC Capital Campaign.
Arrangements were under the direction
of Tharp-Sontheimer-Tharp Funeral Home of
Metairie.

Realtor, clothier Evelyn G. Cohn laid to rest
EVELYN GORDON COHN, a realtor and
former clothing retailer, passed away Thursday
evening, April 14, at her New Orleans home with
her children by her side. She was 83.
Cohn was born into a family with an established New Orleans clothing business called The
Tall Shop. From that initial store she opened a
chain of stores specializing in women’s clothing
called Evelyn’s Talls & Stouts. The stores later became known simply as Evelyn’s. With the success
of her retail establishments assured, Cohn earned
a realty license in 1969 and became associated

with Gardner Realtors where she established sales
as a “Million Dollar Club Realtor.”
An avid and voracious reader, she loved her
Book Club and being involved with her many
friends. A seasoned traveler, Cohn loved to travel
both domestically and internationally.
A native of Bruce, Mississippi, she grew up
in Baton Rouge, the daughter of retail clothing
merchants. Prior to assuming her duties with the
family store, she attended Sophie Newcomb College. It was at Tulane University where she met
her future husband, Mayer Lawrence Cohn of
blessed memory. That marriage ended in divorce.
Cohn was a member of Congregation Gates
of Prayer.
She is survived by her children Stephen Lloyd
Cohn (Tsipora), Donna Cohn Horowitz (Dr.
Peter), David Mark Cohn (Ann) and Lisa Gayle
Cohn; step-children Tova H. Buller and Tessa H.
Powers; five grandchildren, and a great granddaughter.
Funeral services were held Sunday afternoon,
April 17 at Gates of Prayer Synagogue, 400
W. Esplanade Avenue at 2:00 pm. A graveside
service followed immediately in Gates of Prayer
Cemetery, (Joseph Street). Rabbi Robert Loewy
officiated.
Arrangements were by Tharp-SontheimerTharp Funeral Home, 1600 N. Causeway Blvd.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations are
suggested to the Jewish Family Service of Greater
New Orleans, the American Cancer Society, or
the Arthritis Foundation.

Miriam Katz buried at 93
MIRIAM BARBER KATZ a former retailer,
died on April 16, 2016. She was 93.
She was a resident of New Orleans since 1960
and a member of Congregation Beth Israel.
She was married for 67 years to the late Benjamin R. Katz. He died in 2013. She is survived
by sons Michael E. Katz (Jane Olsds) and Allan
M. Katz (Terry) of Boca Raton, FL., and daughter
Roberta Katz Sollender ; brother Saul Barber,
sister-in-law Esther Barber Rosenberg; four grandchildren and two great grandchildren.
Graveside services were held at 2:00 p.m.
Sunday, April 17, 2016 at Anshe Sfard Cemetery,
4400 Elysian Fields Avenue. Rabbi Gabriel Greenberg of Congregation Beth Israel officiated.
Memorials are suggested to Congregation
Beth Israel. Condolences may be expressed online
at www.tharpsontheimerfh.com.

Marcus Usprich dies unexpectedly; funeral
held
MARCUS D. USPRICH, a salesman, died unexpectedly on Tuesday, April 26, 2016 at Tulane
Medical Center. He was 50 years old.
Known by friends and family as “Corky,”
he was a longtime salesman for Zales Jewelry.
He was known known for his wonderful sense
of humor and an impish appreciation for rock
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music. In recent years he specialized in the sale of
vintage toys.
A native of New Orleans, Usprich was a graduate of Bellfaire Jewish Children’s Bureau (JCB) in
Shaker Heights, Ohio, just outside Cleveland.
He is survived by his wife, Debra Huber
Usprich; fraternal twins Julia and Edwin Usprich;
his brother Jonathan Hal Usprich of St. Louis,
MO. and Naomi Usprich Kirby of Melbourne,
Australia.
Graveside services were held at 9:30 a.m.
on Thursday, April 28 at Jewish Burial Rites Cemetery, 4321 Frenchmen Street. Rabbi Yossi Nemes
officiated.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations to the
family are appreciated at 310B Ormond Meadows Drive, Destrehan, LA 70047.
Tharp-Sontheimer-Tharp Funeral Home of
Metairie was in charge of arrangements. For more
information call 504-835-231.

Founder of L.A.S. Enterprises, Leon Szyller,
expires at 88
LEON ABRAHAM
(AV) SZYLLER, the
founder of L.A.S. Enterprises, one of the
region’s largest manufacturers of vinyl and
aluminum siding, insulated windows and
decorative shutters,
Leon Szyller
and who later became
a successful psychotherapist, died Wednesday,
April 27 in Covington, La. He was 88.
A Holocaust survivor, Szyller was born in
Bedzin, Poland and grew up with his family in
Paris. He and his three siblings were scattered and
separated before the onslaught of the Nazi invasion. After narrowly evading death at the hands
of the Gestapo as a teenager, Szyller escaped and
was sent to America during World War II when he
was just 16 years old. He initially settled in Philadelphia, taking up studies at Temple University
before enlisting in the U.S. Army.
Following his military service, he moved to
New Orleans with his first wife Emma Campbell
Szyller and eventually graduated from Tulane
University. At first Szyller became a teacher, but
took on a side job as an estimator/salesman with
a home improvement company in order to make
ends meet.
In 1957 Szyller and his wife founded the
company that bore his initials, L.A.S. Enterprises.
In order to sell his products took to unusual
advertising campaigns to get his message across.
At first he began to offer free gifts, such as kitchen
cookware sets, to families that would arrange
for estimates. “The public still believes in Santa
Claus,” Szyller was quoted as saying.
In 1972 Szyller unveiled one of his most
famous TV advertising campaigns. The scene
opened on a sad sack workman and the ad
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exhorted the public to “Put This Man to Work…
this man doesn’t work much in the winter,” it
explained. The public responded by calling in for
estimates in droves. Sales for the company soared.
Another successful campaign followed the
next year with a different slogan, “Fight the
Uglies!” This ad featured a small green creature
with large claws and gnashing, sharp teeth. This
unique phrase, coupled with pictures of an “Ugly
Monster” sitting on the rotting wood of an old
house, became an instant hit. The phrase soon
became trademarked.
Sales were so large that L.A.S. Enterprises was
recognized as the largest home improvement company in the South and soon moved into spacious
new headquarters on the I-10 service road.
Following the Louisiana oil bust in the 1980s,
Szyller chose to sell the company after 30 years
as president and CEO. He returned to school to
earn a Ph.D. in psychotherapy at age 64 and soon
set up his own private practice, New Horizons
Institute. Szyller often treated clients addicted
to alcohol and drugs both as a therapist and a
practitioner of body-based therapy. He advocated
several relaxation and meditation techniques in
his practice.
Szyller was an active member of the Northshore Jewish Congregation and served as its
president. In 2013, he was named Peoples Health
Champion in recognition of his numerous talks
about his experience as a Holocaust survivor. He
loved to travel the world, was a marathon runner
and an avid reader. Szyller was an advocate of holistic living, organic gardening, and country living.
In recent years he became a prominent speaker on the Holocaust, often speaking to children’s
groups to inform them of the experiences he kept
locked up in his memory.
He is survived by his wife Bobette Rothenberg
Szyller; his children Anna Arshad, Marcel (Jane)
and Rene Szyller (Mabel); his stepchildren Robin
Graubarth, Jonathan Graubarth, and Heidi
Vizelberg (Igor); and seven grandchildren.
Funeral services were held on Thursday, April
28, 2016, at Fielding Funeral Home, 2260 W.
21st Ave., Covington at 2:30 p.m. Rabbi Robert
Loewy of Congregation Gates of Prayer officiated.
Memorial donations to Northshore Jewish
Congregation or Congregation Gates of Prayer
are preferred.

Health advocate Cheryl Klein dead at 65
CHERYL FRAME KLEIN, an advocate for
Tobacco Free Living (TFL) and a compassionate
campaigner for healthy living, passed away peacefully on Tuesday, April 26. She was 65.
Klein was the Region 9 manager of the
Louisiana Public Health Institute and worked
primarily with the Louisiana Campaign for TFL.
She was involved with many boards and committees including the Florida Parishes Human
Services Authority, the St. Tammany West Habitat
for Humanity and many other coalitions and

organizations intent on raising awareness for
healthy living.
Prior to her employment with TFL, she
worked as a regional prevention coordinator for
the Office of Addictive Disorders and was an
education coordinator for Pride of St. Tammany.
She also was involved with professional development and was a member of the Tangipahoa
Professional Women, the St. Tammany Commission on Families, the St. Tammany Alumni
Foundation, the St. Tammany Chapter of the Alliance for Good Government and the Professional
Women of St. Tammany.
Born in Takoma Park, MD., she spent her
high school years in Puerto Rico. She studied
music at Stevens College before graduating from
Loyola University in 1972 with a degree in Music
Therapy. She met her husband and moved to
River Ridge in 1976 for 10 years before moving
to Mandeville where they raised their children.
Passionate about her work, Klein is remembered as an involved member of her local community and a tireless campaigner for the rights of
others. She serves as an inspiration to others to
become committed to causes to benefit humanity.
Klein served on the board for the Northshore
Jewish Congregation and frequently played piano
for services.
Klein is survived by her husband of 40 years,
Dr. A. James Klein, her siblings Dr. William A
Frame (Lorie) of Forsyth, IL. and Teresa Anne
Frame of Silver Spring, MD.; her children, Jessica
Anne Klein Sintes (Steve) and Adam Douglas
Klein, and two grandchildren.
Funeral services were held at Lake Lawn
Metairie Funeral Home, on Sunday, May 1, 2016
at 2 p.m. Rabbi Robert Loewy of Congregation
Gates of Prayer officiated. Interment followed
immediately in Metairie Cemetery.
Memorial donations were suggested to: Baylor Healthcare System Foundation, 3500 Gaston
Ave., Dallas, TX 75246 or the St. Tammany West
Habitat for Humanity.

Retired Capt. Robert Goldstein dead at 79
ROBERT MORRIS GOLDSTEIN, a retired
captain in the United States Navy and the U.S.
Naval Reserve, passed away on April 28, 2016 in
Hendersonville, TN. at a health facility there. He
was 79.
A New Orleans native, Goldstein had only
recently become a resident of Tennessee. He had
attended Vanderbilt University, where he received
a degree in mechanical engineering, prior to his
accepting his commission. He rose to be a captain
and held that rank after retiring from active duty.
Goldstein sailed throughout the Middle East,
Scandinavia and other exotic ports of call.
During his naval stint, he was invited to
become a member of the crew of the U.S. Coast
Guard tall ship (barque) Eagle, considered one
of the most coveted of honors for training. He
received that honor twice with the blessing of the
U.S. Navy.
He also received commendations for marksmanship while he was in the service.
Goldstein met his future wife at a Vanderbilt
Homecoming weekend and the two moved to
New Orleans after their marriage in January of
1986. They were members of Touro Synagogue
and the Southern Yacht Club.
Goldstein was a noted lover of animals and
was an exceptional builder of military models.
One of his models, a submarine, is on display at
the St. Marys Submarine Museum in St. Marys,
GA.
He is survived by his wife of 30 years, Claudia
Derrick Goldstein. his step-daughter Lisa (Jackie)
Ezell, his sister-in-law Nancy Goldstein, two
grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.
Graveside Services were held on Tuesday
morning, May 3, 2016 at Hebrew Rest Cemetery
III where Cantor David Mintz officiated.
Arrangements were handled by Tharp-Sontheimer-Tharp Funeral Home. Condolences may
be expressed online at www.tharpsontheimerfh.
com.

A special thanks to all our
advertisers for their continued
support.
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Inside The Sydney And Walda Besthoff Sculpture
Garden In City Park
(Pictured: Sorel Etrog’s Pulcinella )
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Congratulations

2016 Judah Touro Society Award Recipient

The Touro Infirmary Foundation
and the Judah Touro Society are
proud to honor

Stephen H. Kupperman
for his service to Touro Infirmary
and the New Orleans community.

Stephen Kupperman will be honored at the Touro Infirmary Foundation Gala,
on November 5, 2016, at Mardi Gras World in New Orleans.
For more about the Touro Infirmary Foundation,
call (504) 897-8435 or visit www. touro.com/foundation.
Touro Infirmary, 1401 Foucher Street, New Orleans, LA 70115

